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President Bobôs March Message 
 

And here I thought winter was a SLOW period for the old car 
hobby!  Lots of activities and events have already popped up on 
the calendar, including two well-attended runs and the AACA 
National Meeting ï and our Annual Swap Meet is days away.   
The big news for this month is a major change for our March 
dinner meeting.  We will be gathering at the Cypress Point Coun-
try Club on Sunday, March 18th starting at 2:30 PM for a St. Pat-
rickôs Day party complete with live Celtic band.  Look for details 
elsewhere in the Mud Flap. 
This is also the first issue of the Mud Flap to focus on electronic 
distribution.  We hope that you will find receiving your newsletter 
via the Internet will prove to be a plus on all counts ï you get full 
color throughout, access from any Internet-capable device, and 
instant delivery. 
I want to take a moment to thank Margie Ives for volunteering as 
the new Call Tree Chairperson.  She will be taking over for Marie 
Gancel, who has done an amazing job for many years but is 
ready to pass the torch.   
Finally, weôre shaking things up two months in a row ï the April 
Dinner Meeting will be the FOURTH Thursday, April 26th, at Ab-
erdeen Barn Steak House.  This change is needed to accommo-
date the Charlotte Auto Fair and Regional Meet, which many of 
us will be attending. 
See you all on the 18th! 

C  O  N  T  E  N  T  S 
Aritcle                                                                                 Page 
Cover Story: 1980 Trans Am Pace Caréééééééé..  2 
Editorial: From Under My Hat...ééééé.é...éééé...  3 
Board Meeting Minutesééééééééééééééé..  6 
In Memory Oféééééééééééééééééééé  6 
Through the Rear View Mirror 
 Copacabana Fund Raiser Displayéééééééé..   6 
 Keystone Tractor Works Runéé..éééééééé..  7 
 February Dinner Meetingé....ééééééé.ééé..  7 
 TRAACA Run to Yorktown and Hayes VAéé..ééé  8 
My First Caréééééééééé..ééééééééé....  9 
Spotlights 
 TRAACA Annual Meet Assistant Chairperson Neededé  9 
 Club Storeéééééééééééé..éé.éééé..  9 
FYI (For Your Information) - a new Mud Flap headingéé  10 
Down the Roadééééééééééééééééééé 10 
Through the Windshield 
 TRAACA Swap Meetééééé..éé.ééééééé 11 
 Swap Meet Bake Saleééé...éé...ééééééé.. 11 
 Shamrock Supperéééééé...ééééééééé. 11 
 April Dinner Meetingééééééééééééééé. 11 
 Spring Tour to Annapolisééééééééééééé. 11 
 Opsail 2012ééééééééééééééééééé 12 
Humor Sectionééééééééééééééééééé. 12 
Advertisingééééééééééééééééééééé 13 
Spring Tour Registration Pageéééééééééééé.. 17 
 

 Terrific 

  Touring 

   Tidewater 

AnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncements    
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERSWELCOME NEW MEMBERSWELCOME NEW MEMBERS   

Alfonso & Patrizia Ludivico 

7420Gleneagles Rd. Norfolk, VA 23505 
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They are posted here on NATO assignment  

for the next few years. 

 

TRAACA SWAP MEETTRAACA SWAP MEETTRAACA SWAP MEET   

March 3rd  
 

SHAMROCK SUPPERSHAMROCK SUPPERSHAMROCK SUPPER   

March 18th - Cypress Point Country Club 

(Monthly Meeting) 
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By Jim Elliott (Photos by Jim Elliott) 

I  attended the 1980 Indianapolis 500 watching from the roof of 
my 1976 Chevy Van in Turn 3 of the infield. The pre-race 

parade featured 100 gleaming white Trans Am pace car replicas. 
I remember thinking that it sure would be neat to eventually own 
one of those Trans Ams. 
     Eventually came a year and a half later when I happened 
upon one at Ward Pontiac in Newport News. The Trans Am was-
n't in great shape having been driven over 50,000 miles and now 
surrendered on repossession. To me, it didn't matter as it was 
my chance to acquire a pace car. After some creative financing, 
the Trans Am was mine. 
     After driving it a few years, the luster had worn off and I be-
gan to seriously consider selling it to acquire the 1978 Corvette 
Pace Car. In 1999, Hurricane Floyd made my decision for me as 
the Trans Am was submerged in the hurricane flooding and de-
clared a total loss. I eventually sold it to another pace car admir-
er in Indianapolis. 
     I never quite got the Trans Am totally out of my mind and re-
gretted its loss. While browsing the internet, I located another 
1980 pace car at a dealership in New York. I have found that the 
internet has a goal of keeping my savings account depleted. 
After exchanging pictures and phone calls, the dealer and I 
agreed on a price and my new 1980 Trans Am pace car was on 
its way. This new pace car was in much better shape than the 
first. It even had the power antenna option which the first lacked. 
I quickly began to make the car "perfect" and knew one day it 
could be an acceptable "Show car". 
     Its debut was the AACA National meet in Roanoke in 2005. 
By winning its First Junior Award, it became the first car built in 
the 1980's to receive an AACA award. I've shown it many times 
since achieving its Senior in Hershey, a First Grand National in 
Dover; a Senior Grand National in Kalamazoo, and a repeat 
Senior Grand National in Topeka. 

     When the Bristol meet was announced, I had planned on tak-
ing a different car until I learned that track laps would be offered. 
The choice to take the Trans Am became easy. Ten laps at 70 
miles per hour at 39 degree banking was quite a thrill. 

    
    

     The Trans Am features the only American made production 
turbocharged V-8 engine. The engine produces 210 horsepower 
from a 301 cubic inch engine, and all of the 5,600 Pace cars 
were equipped with automatic transmission, four wheel disc 
brakes and aluminum air flow wheels.  

The Trans Am features a turbo light turbo boost indicator       

set in the shaker-style hood.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The interior has embroidered 

Trans Am logos on  

the door panels and rear seat. 
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From Under My Hat  

AACA Past President presents the Master Editor Award to 

Marty and Neil Sugermeyer. 

 

Winning An Award At Philly 
By Marty Sugermeyer, Coeditor of the Mud Flap 

 

W hile winning an award at Philly has always been special, 
this year was extra special. So many TRAACA folks 

were on hand to honor our retiring fifteen year AACA board 
member and 2010 AACA President Terry Bond (the new limit is 
12 years) and to celebrate the election of Bob Parrish to the 
board. In addition, one of our distant members (Blue Ridge, VA), 
Tom Cox, has been selected to be Executive VP for 2012. That 
means that if all goes well, he will be President of AACA in 2013. 
It was great to see Tom and Tammy at Philly.  
     On top of that, Jim and Donna Elliot won the very prestigious 
James Melton Memorial Cup for their 1980 Trans Am pace car. 
The JMMC is awarded to an outstanding senior car in a Spring 
Meet. The award was established in memory of James Melton, 
an AACA Past President and famous international singer. The 
cup itself is the racing trophy won by the famous Wilton Bullet in 
1905, and was a prized possession of James Melton. How ap-
propriate that the award went to Jimôs beautifully restored Trans 
Am Pace Car.  

 

      Top speed is 116 MPH with acceleration of zero to 60 in 8.2 
seconds. The only modification made to the Trans Am that 
paced the Indy 500 was the removal of the air conditioning sys-
tem. This was the only Pontiac chosen to pace the Indy 500 and 
Daytona 500 in the same year and the only pace car ever fea-
tured on the cover of the Indy 500 Program (If you look closely, 
you will see that my copy is autographed by the 1980 winner, 
Johnny Rutherford). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1980 Indy 

500 Program 

signed by 

Johnny  

Rutherford 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     I was surprised to receive a National Award nomination for 
the Trans Am and was humbled to be named the winner. For 
obvious reasons, the Bristol show will always be my favorite. 
While I was judging, my wife Donna and daughter Kristin sat with 
the Trans Am at Bristol. I wonder if the judges would have no-
ticed it if I had attended the show alone. 

AACA Past President Joe Gagliano presents the  

James Melton Memorial Cup to Jim Elliott. 

 Dot Parrish, Jim & Donna Elliott, and 

Bob Parrish enjoying the museum.  

Photo by Bob Stein 
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      We rode up with Bob Stein and Dan Ciccone and arrived in 
time to jump on a bus to attend a reception at the Simeone 
Foundation Museum, one of the finest racing and sports car col-
lections in the world.  We enjoyed the beautiful cars on display 
while enjoying wine or sodas and heavy hors dôoeuvres. Our 
anglophiles were especially happy to see a special display of 
British cars.  

Richard Hall with new TRAACA members Bob and Pam Bond   

who live in Langhorne, PA.  

 
     On Friday, most of the TRAACA ladies and a couple of the 
guys attended the First Ladies Breakfast. One year when we 
went to Philly before Neil was TRAACA President I thought the 
breakfast was for the wives of region club presidents and didnôt 
attend. Somebody straightened me out that year and I havenôt 
missed since. You get to enjoy a wonderful breakfast with lots of 
lovely gals and the outgoing AACA Presidentôs wife provides a 
special program. The themes have covered almost everything 
you can think of. Particularly memorable (terrifying) for me were 
a few years when the presidentôs wife asked me to act as pho-
tographer. This year Mary Gagliano did a great program on safe-
ty. As a pediatric nurse, she has a lot of experience in this area.  

TRAACA group at the First Ladies Breakfast 

We were lucky to have former First Lady Sue Bond and the wife 

of our new AACA board member Dot Parrish at our table.  

Terry Bond was asked to step in and do the seminar on  

Art and the Automobile usually done by Dave Bousch.  

Terry and Sue put together a great seminar.  

 
     Bob Stein did a seminar this year on eBay to Grand National, a 
step by step progress of getting his yellow 1949 MG 
TC (Wildflower) ready and showing it through a Grand Nation-
al First. Jeff and Pat Locke did two seminars, one on antique au-
tomobile appraisal and one on Classic Cars.  
     Add to that the fun and inspiring seminar, Women ï The Driv-
ing Force, done by Linda Pellerin, Sue Bond, and Sandy Hall with 
assistance by Dot Parrish, Toni McChesney, Susan Bond, Pam 
Bond, and others. The seminar was announced throughout the 
hotel by a floating shark balloon that was heralded by Richard 
Hall and Bob Pellerin and steered by Terry Bond.  Fortunately 
they gave the gals a ballroom for the seminar that was attended 

by over 100 people.  
 

Left: 

The shark reaches the Liberty 

Ballroom guided by Richard Hall 

and powered by Terry Bond .  

 

Below: 

Sue Bond, Linda Pellerin, Sandy 

Hall, Dot Parrish, and Toni 

McChesney headed for the ball-

room 

Photo by Bob Stein 
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      On Friday evening, part of the TRAACA crowd went out for 
dinner at a tavern style restaurant and the rest attended the 
AACA Regions & Chapters Presidentsô Dinner. Bob Stein repre-
sented our region well in presenting a contribution to the muse-
um and taking a turn at the microphone to promote our Wings 
and Wheels show.  Later we all met back up at the AACA Library 
Auction. Several of our members brought items to be auctioned, 
and the shark wound up as an attention getter and an auction 
item. Our group usually goes home with a number of great finds 
from that event.  

 
Left: 

Dan Ciccone 

and  

Bob Pellerin  

looking at the 

auto art at the 

Library Auc-

tion 

 

 

Right: 

Terry Bond looks tempted 

by the collection of tiny 

cars at the auction. 

 

 

     Saturday starts off with 
several levels of judging 
seminars. They were followed by more seminars until mid after-
noon when the AACA Annual meeting was held. Thatôs when 
Terry officially retired and presented Sue with a special bouquet 
to show how much he appreciated her being his chief navigator 
for the past 15 years.  

 
Left: Terry surprised 

Sue with some beautiful 

roses at the annual 

meeting. 

 

Below: TheòStrawberry 

Patchò was on hand for 

the celebration. 

 

 

 

Bob Parrish was 

officially installed 

as a board member 

by 2012 AACA 

President Herb 

Oakes. 

 

 

 

 

 

     After the annual meeting there is just enough time to get ready 
for the awards banquet. After dinner, just a couple of ceremonies 
precede the Master Editor Awards. Neil and I received our 14th 
this year. Even though Neil was not listed as an editor for the ten 
years that Ivie Lister and I did the Mud Flap together, he was real-
ly the editor-in-chief. He would edit a printout before I went to 
Ivieôs house and look it over again before it went to the printer. He 
corrected all our grammar, punctuation, and - more importantly - 
errors in year, make, and model of vehicles plus other automotive 
related corrections.  
 
 
2011 AACA President  

Joe Gagliano presented 

TRAACA President Bob 

Stein with his 12th Master 

Webmaster Award. 
 

 
      All that was something 
we knew was coming. What we didnôt know about is what national 
award would be given to Jim and Donna Elliott. Fortunately we 
didnôt have long to wait. Of the 58 national awards presented, the 
JMMC is 7th.  It was an amazing evening.  

 
Tom and Tammy Cox, 

Sue and Terry Bond, 

Herb and Fran Oakes 

and Neil and Marty 

Sugermeyer dressed up 

and ready for the 

Awards Banquet 
 
 
 
 

     The next morning we had a quick breakfast at the hotel before 
heading for home with a lunch stop at the home of the 
Rendimonteôs, long time friends from the H.H.Franklin Club. The 
large and lively group from Tidewater, the special seminars and 
awards, and particularly the lack of snow (tiny dusting on Satur-
day night) made the 2012 Philly a great one. 

Photos by Bob Stein 


