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Check local.aaca.org/tidewater for 
the latest info on upcoming events!   
 

DECEMBER 2015  
2 TRAACA Board Meeting 

 6:30 PM (Wednesday) 

 Holiday InnðNorfolk Airport 
 

20 TRAACA Holiday Brunch 

 Princess Anne Country Club 

 Virginia Beach, VA 
 

JANUARY 2016 
5 TRAACA Board Meeting 

 6:30 PM (Tuesday)  

 Holiday InnðNorfolk Airport 
 

16 TRAACA Annual Awards  

 Banquet & Board Induction 

 Founders Inn 

 Virginia Beach, VA 
 

FEBUARY 2016 
3 TRAACA Board Meeting 

 6:30 PM (Wednesday) 

 Holiday InnðNorfolk Airport 
 

18 TRAACA Dinner Meeting  

 Holiday InnðNorfolk Airport 
 

MARCH 2016  
1 TRAACA Board Meeting 

 6:30 PM (Tuesday) 

 Holiday InnðNorfolk Airport 
 

12 TRAACA Swap Meet 

 Military Aviation Museum 

 Virginia Beach, VA 
 

17 TRAACA Dinner Meeting (T) 

 Holiday InnðNorfolk Airport 
 

APRIL 2016  
6 TRAACA Board Meeting 

 6:30 PM (Wednesday) 

 Holiday InnðNorfolk Airport 

TRAACA 

CALENDAR 

    This yearôs Annual Holiday Party 

will be special as we look back and 

celebrate the sixty years of the 

Tidewater Region.  Richard Hall, our 

Club Historian, will have a display of 

pictures, newsletters, and other club 

memorabilia dating back to our 

founding in 1955.  Terry Bond, our 

dinner speaker, will focus on the 

people and events that have made this 

club special.  This will be a holiday 

celebration like no other and will 

provide memories for years to come.     

    I especially want to encourage our 

"Silver Nametag" members (members 

for 25 years or more) to attend.  We 

will be celebrating our history and we 

would enjoy hearing your favorite 

story of your early years with the club.  

    We are having a traditional brunch 

at the beautiful Princess Anne Country 

Club (3800 Pacific Ave, Virginia 

Beach, VA  23451).  The brunch is on 

Sunday morning, December 20, 2015.  

The festivities begin at 10:00 AM as 

the doors open and we will eat at about 

11:00 AM after an hour of socializing.  

The extensive brunch buffet will 

include breakfast fare, an omelet 

station, fruit, shrimp, a beef-carving 

station, and various lunch and dessert 

selections. 

    The cost for this year's event is only 

$15.00 per person.  As usual, the club 

is subsidizing this annual event and we 

hope that all members will join us for 

brunch.  There is ample parking in the 

attractive parking lot, so use this as an 

opportunity to enjoy a Sunday drive in 

your favorite ride.  

    So mark your calendar and say 

ñyesò when your Calling Tree captain 

contacts you about attending.  It wonôt 

be as much fun without you! 

TRAACA Holiday Brunch 
Princess Anne Country Club 
Sunday, December 20, 2015 

CAUGHT IN THE HEADLIGHTSðBob Parrish and his 1958     

Chevrolet Impala.  Read the story on Page 10. 

http://local.aaca.org/tidewater/
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From the 
Driverôs Seat 

Jim Villers 
TRAACA President 
190sljim@cox.net 
(757) 481-6398 

ourselves and decide for ourselves what we want in our 

own cars and how we want to use our cars.  It is OK to 

build a show car, and it is also OK to build a Driver 

Participation Class car.  It is OK to follow your own path; 

it is your car and our club embraces both types of cars. 

    While talking of an "enjoyable car to drive," our annual 

Holiday Brunch on Sunday, December 20th, provides the 

perfect opportunity for a "Sunday drive" to the beach.  So 

join the celebration of sixty years of the TRAACA with a 

parking lot filled with vintage cars.  At only $15 per 

person, it will be hard to find a better value. 

    A quick reminder about our 2016 membership renewal 

drive:  many members have already renewed their 

memberships.  If you are not among them, please renew 

now.   

Jim  

Last Name Begins With: Designated Call Captain: 
AdðBoh Dick Chipchak    495-0115 

BolðCic Dan Ciccone 339-3494 

CobðEa Barbara Talley 421-7534 

EbðGra Scott Davies  312-8032 

GreðHowa Rhonda Russell  471-4031 

HowiðKni Wayne & Carol  548-1242 

     Milligan 

KocðMca Viator Trudeau  547-3940 

MccðNor Melanie Kordis  301-9959 

OkoðPen Carol Avenson  549-1008 

PinðSta Becky Woodall  482-3386 

SteðTil Leslie Scarpelli  249-8617 

TreðWor Toni McChesney  456-2806 

Call Captain's Corner 
Calling Tree Chief Captain:  Margie Ives 

(757) 547-2234 

THE MUDFLAP is the newsletter for the Tidewater Region of the 

Antique Automobile Club of America, and is published monthly.   

Editors:  Mark & Marion McAlpine 

3117 Summerhouse Dr, Suffolk, VA  23435 

(757) 967-0074 / E-mail:  mmmcalpine05@msn.com 

HAPPY 60th BIRTHDAY, TRAACA!  
This year the Tidewater Region of the Antique Automobile Club of America celebrates its 60th anniversary while our 
parent organization, the AACA, celebrates its 80th anniversary.  Each issue of The Mudflap this year will feature     
articles and/or photos from our clubôs history, celebrating and remembering our heritage.  See Pg. 16.  

Permission is granted to other AACA groups to reprint articles from this newsletter (except copyrighted material) if 

credit is given to the author and newsletter. Permission is NOT granted for Internet publishing without preapproval.  

 

2015 TRAACA Officers & Board 
President - Jim Villers:  190sljim@cox.net 

Vice President - Mark McAlpine: 

mmmcalpine05@msn.com 

Secretary - Melanie Kordis 

Treasurer - Marion McAlpine 

Board - Matt Doscher 

Board - Tyler Gimbert 

Board - Skip Patnode 

Board ðTim Russell 

President Emeritus - Wes Neal 
 

Visit us on the Internet at:  

http://local.aaca.org/tidewater/ 

    Last month, I attended a technical gathering at a high 

end restoration shop.  With several cars upside down, 

having serious metal grafted onto their unibodies, 

replacing the cancer of unprotected metal, a technician 

described the technique of reproducing spot welds in 

replaced body sections.  Another presentation 

demonstrated the eight sanding steps of progressively finer 

sanding grit to prepare primer for final paint.  We learned 

that a perfect restoration takes hours of diligent work by 

very skilled workers.   

    While relaxing with a member at the hotel fire pit, she 

expressed her feelings of whether she wanted her car to 

undergo such a detailed process.  She stated, "With that 

much invested, I would not feel comfortable driving my 

car and I love to drive it."  That led into a fuller discussion 

of what we want with our cars and how to express it. 

    She described her goal:  "An enjoyable car to drive."  

Other members have expressed their desire for a perfect 

show car.  Each of us needs to look realistically at 

One More Plea! 
 

We need someone to relieve Margie Ives as the 

TRAACAôs Calling Tree Chief Captain. Margie has 

done it for four years and wants to retire from the 

position.  The responsibilities include providing our 

Calling Tree Captains information about our monthly 

dinner meetings, consolidating the names of attendees, 

and then providing a final head count each month to 

the Holiday Inn and Club Treasurer.  If youôre willing 

to volunteer, please contact Jim Villers.  Thank you! 

http://local.aaca.org/tidewater/
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From the Running Board 
Nov 3, 2015 TRAACA Board Meeting Minutes 

The board meeting was called to order at 6:35 PM at the 
Holiday InnðNorfolk Airport on Military Hwy.  Directors 
present were Jim Villers (President), Mark McAlpine 
(Vice President), and Marion McAlpine (Treasurer).  
Board members present were Tyler Gimbert and Tim  
Russell.  Members present were Bill Blair, Frank Lagana, 
Bob & Dot Parrish, Leo Rodriguez, and Bill Treadwell.  
 

Secretaryôs Report:  October Board Meeting Minutes 
were approved and published in the November issue of 
The Mudflap.  
 

Treasurerôs Report:  Read by Marion.  Per club by-laws, 
club is donating $250 to the AACA Library in memory of 
ten club members ($25/each) who passed away in 2015. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:   
Marketing/PR:  Nothing significant to report (NSTR).   
 

Communications:   

¶ The Mudflap newsletter:   
   ð Mark looking for photos of past TRAACA presidents 
to publish in final 60th anniversary article in December.  
   ð John Heimerlôs 1935 Chrysler Imperial C2 Airflow 
won the Palmetto Award at the Hilton Head Island      
Concours dôElegance on 1 November. 
   ð Renewal invoices (for 2016) for current advertisers 
provided to Jim Villers, who will sign and mail them out. 

¶ The Mud Speck weekly e-mail:  NSTR. 
 

Activities:  

¶ Saturday, 31 October:  TRAACA Chili Cook-Off at the 
Milligansô was a big success with approximately 60 
members and 25 antique vehicles participating.  Melinda 
Spence won First Prize for her corn chowder. 

¶ Saturday-Sunday, 7-8 November:  TRAACA Fall Tour  
to Williamsburg cancelled.  Planning already underway 
for next yearôs tour. 

¶ Thursday, 19 November:  Monthly Dinner Meeting & 
Annual Silent Auction.  Members are asked to bring 
donations for the auction. 

¶ Sunday, 20 December:  TRAACA Holiday Brunch at 
the Princess Anne Country Club in Virginia Beach, VA. 

¶ Saturday, 16 January:  TRAACA Annual Awards    
Banquet and Board Induction Ceremony at Founders Inn 
in Virginia Beach. 

 

Restaurants/Dinner Meetings:   

¶ Thurs, Nov 19:  Monthly dinner meeting at Holiday Inn, 
6:00-8:30 PM.  Features our annual Silent Auction. 

¶ December dinner meeting replaced by Holiday Brunch 
on Sunday, 20 December, at Prince Anne County Club.  
Jim called for display of club-related historical items. 

¶ Sat, Jan 16: Annual Awards Banquet & Board Induction 
at the Founders Inn. 

¶ Waiting for Holiday Inn to provide a contract for the 
clubôs monthly dinner meetings in 2016.   

Society:   

¶ Current membership status (as of 31 October):  170 
(singles/couples).  Membership renewal forms for 2016 
available on club website, in The Mudflap, and at dinner 
meetings.  Members encouraged to renew early in order 
to be included in the clubôs 2016 Membership Roster.  
33 renewalsð20 percent of clubðreceived to date. 

¶ Sunshine Report: Former member Walter Lawler passed 
away on Saturday, October 31st.  He was 85 years old. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:   

¶ Club is still looking for a Call Tree Chair to take over 
for Margie Ives.  Send nominations to Jim Villers. 

¶ Club is still looking for inputs & photos from family 
members or close friends of deceased club members for 
the ñFinal Tourò memorial page on the clubôs website. 

¶ ñWings & Wheelsò Meet Improvements Committee will 
meet in December.  Mark chairing the committee. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   

¶ Annual Awards Banquet & Board Induction Ceremony: 
    ð Founders Inn, Saturday, 16 January 2016 
    ð Discussed process for determining awards.  (Most 
awards determined by number of shows members partici-
pated in & awards won.  Data collected by Skip Patnode.) 
    ð Announcement to be placed in Mud Speck asking 
members to bring in annual award trophies to Nov or Dec 
dinner meetings so can be engraved with 2015 winners. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS:   

¶ None. 
 

The next TRAACA Board Meeting is Wed, 2 December, 
6:30 PM at the Holiday InnðNorfolk Airport. 
 

There being no further business, the meeting was          
adjourned at 6:59 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  Mark McAlpine, Vice President 
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Merry Christmas and  
Happy New Year!  
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    The air is crisp, the days are getting shorter, and the tree 

leaves are changing colors, which means fall has arrived.  

Itôs also time for the annual TRAACA Silent Auction.   

    Every November members of the TRAACA empty their 

attics and garages to offer ñstuffò to be bid on & sold in a 

silent auction held in conjunction with the clubôs Novem-

ber dinner meeting.  Traditionally, this event tends to be 

one of the clubôs most popular activities.  And this year 

continued the tradition with almost 70 members attending.  

    The money raised from the Silent Auction helps       

subsidize the cost of club events such as our annual     

Holiday Party in December and the Annual Awards    

Banquet & Board Induction Ceremony in January. 

    The donated auction items filled the tables around the 

perimeter of the room.  (Members contributed so many 

articles this year that the hotel staff had to bring in extra 

tables.)  It was a fairly friendly competition, without too 

much hovering around tables to protect and poach bids.  

Everyone had a great time and almost everything brought 

to the auction went to new homes.     

    This yearôs top item was a weekend stay at a condo in 

the Outer Banks of North Carolina, generously donated by 

TRAACA member Bob Hanbury.  This year the winning 

bidders for the condo stay were Neil &Marty Sugermeyer.  

Enjoy the romantic getaway you two lovebirds! 

TRAACA Annual Silent Auction 
Thursday, November 19, 2015 

Story by Marion McAlpine.   Photos Bob Stein and Mark McAlpine. 

(L-R) Bill Coburn, Tony Scarpelli, and Charlie Daniels 

(L-R) Rosemarie & Tom Poe conversing with Linda Treadwell 

(L-R front) Jonathan Lichtenstein & Scott Hancox examine items It wouldnôt be a TRAACA activity without food! 

TRAACA members planning their bidding strategies New TRAACA member Cindy Overton checking potential treasures 
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    Dot and I traveled to Houma, Louisiana, to attend the 

AACA Central Division Fall Meet hosted by the Louisiana 

Region on November 5th-7th.  This was the first national 

meet held in Louisiana since 1977.  It was held at the  

Houma-Terrebonne Civic Center and the host hotelðthe 

Marriott Courtyardðwas right behind it. 

    We arrived on Thursday evening in time to attend the 

ice cream social at the Houmaôs Regional Military       

Museum.  There also were tours on Thursday and Friday 

to local plantations, an alligator farm, and other attractions 

for those attending the Meet.   

    Friday night was ñCajun Night Festivities,ò which    

included a shrimp boil where they served jumbo shrimp 

with their heads still on, which is the local method of  

serving shrimp (not necessarily acceptable by Dot, as she 

could not eat anything that was looking back at her).  

There also was plenty of jambalaya and live Cajun music, 

all of which was excellent. 

    Saturday was dampened by on and off drizzle all day.  

There were 153 cars registered and about 125 showed up.  

There were a lot of DPC cars at the Meet because many of 

the members of this chapter tend to drive and enjoy their 

cars.  Vehicles at the Meet included a beautiful 1932 

Duesenberg dual cowl Phaeton and a very rare 1921 Bour-

Davis 21S touring car, the only known surviving example 

of this vehicle (and the only automobile ever manufac-

tured in Louisiana).  There were many other beautiful cars 

in the show, including a 1958 Chevrolet Corvette ñfuelie,ò 

a black 1958 Chevrolet Impala with 13,000 original miles, 

and a 1958 Chevrolet Bel Air that had been completely 

restored and was being shown by the original owner.  

These cars made me feel at home.  The local Auto Zone 

store manager and staff were at the Meet giving away   

various car cleaning items. What a nice touch. The awards 

banquet Saturday night was well attended.  The table dec-

orations were cypress knees (the wood projection above a 

cypress treeôs roots) crafted by a local chapter member. 

    We departed on Sunday morning and headed to New 

Orleans to visit with a cousin, who gave us a tour of the 

city (after a wonderful brunch at the Southern Yacht and 

Country Club).  We saw areas that had been affected by 

Hurricane Katrina & areas where the levees were breached 

during the storm, devastating much of New Orleans.  He 

took us on a walking tour of the French Quarter, where we 

looked for  and found Muffuletta sauce (a special olive 

spread) for Bob Hanbury.  We returned home by way of 

Pensacola, FL, to visit the Naval Aviation Museum and 

some old friends. We enjoyed the Houma Meet very much 

since we had not been to New Orleans in about 25 years. 

AACA Central Division Fall Meet 

Houma, LA 
November 5-7, 2015 

Story by Bob Parrish.  Photos by Dot Parrish and Gayle Bourgeois. 

1921 Bour-Davis 21S touring carðthe only known survivor 

1932 Duesenberg SJ 

1937 Studebaker pick-up truck 

1958 Chevrolet Bel Air 
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    The month of 

September is defi-

nitely old car tour-

ing time, and one 

of the best tours 

that Iôve partici-

pated in in recent 

years was the 9th 

Annual Henry B. 

Joy Tour in Front 

Royal, Virginia, 

on September 13-

17, 2015.  The 

tour was hosted by 

Packards Virginia. 

    The Henry B. 

Joy Tour is held 

by The Packard Club in commemoration of Henry Bourne 

Joy, one of the pioneers of the Packard Motor Car Compa-

ny and its president from 1902-1926.  Joy led the company 

from the horseless carriage age through the early days of 

motoring, and established Packard as one of the most   

respected automobile manufacturers in the world.  

    The tour concentrated on the spectacularly beautiful 

Blue Ridge Mountains, the Shenandoah Valley, and     

famous Shenandoah River.  For Packard enthusiasts     

participating in the tour, it was four days of absolute glory.  

As many as fifty Packards, ranging from a 1924 inline      

8-cylinder open touring sedan to a 1957 supercharged V-8  

4-door town sedan, and a myriad of other Packard models, 

arrived from as far away as Michigan and Nebraska.  As 

for TRAACA participants, I drove my 1949 Packard    

Super Deluxe sedan and Jere Avenson and Bill Wilcox 

drove Jereôs 1954 Packard Patrician.  

    The tour began on Monday with a drive down historic 

U.S. Route 11 towards New Market, VA, where we visited 

the site of the famous Civil War Battle of New Market and 

toured the Virginia Museum of the Civil War and New 

Market Battlefield Military Museum.  After lunch we 

drove north six miles to watch potato chips being made at 

the Route 11 Potato Chips factory in Mount Jackson, VA.  

We viewed the facilities and sampled some of their nine 

gourmet chip specialty flavors.  Leaving there we crossed 

the North Fork of the Shenandoah River by driving 

through the Meemôs Bottom Covered Bridge.  At 204 feet, 

it is the longest covered bridge in Virginia and has been 

around in various forms since 1868.  What a great day! 

    On Tuesday we headed north towards Winchester, with 

our first stop being the Museum of the Shenandoah Val-

ley.  This is perhaps one of the most beautifully presented 

museums anywhere in Virginia, with extensive exhibits 

portraying the everyday life, art and culture of settlers and 

descendants of the Valley over the last two centuries.   

Adjacent to the museum is the elegant Glen Burnie House 

and Gardens.  Constructed circa 1790 by Robert Wood, 

son of Shenandoah Valley surveyor, James Wood, the 

property remained in the Wood family until the final    

descendent, Julian Wood Glass, Jr. died in 1992.  Prior to 

his death, Glass created the Glen Burnie Foundation and 

Trust.  The property was opened to the public as a national 

historic landmark in 1998.  The museum, house and     

gardens are absolutely breathtaking and should top       

anybodyôs list of the most must-see museums and historic 

landmarks in the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

    After lunch at the Museum, our caravan of Packards 

headed down historic U.S. Route 50 for about 12 miles to 

the nearby quaint village of Millwood, VA, the home of 

the Burwell-Morgan Mill.  Just as though you stepped 

back in time, there you are witness to the oldest known 

operational grist mill in North America that originally 

opened in 1785.  Operating continuously until the 1950s, 

the mill fell into hardship and disrepair until it was       

acquired by the Clarke County Historical Association in 

1964.  After major renovations, the mill reopened in 1972 

and was subject to a second substantial refurbishment in 

1997.  History has never been so alive in the Shenandoah 

Valley.  Another fabulous day! 

    Day 3 began with a visit to the world famous Luray 

Caverns, which have drawn tens of millions of tourists 

since their discovery in 1878.  Immediately following a 

guided tour of the caverns, most of our group walked next 

door to the Luray Antique Car Museum.  The collection, 

which has expanded over the years, has evolved to become 

one of the finest and most unusual automobile collections 

depicting the early age of motoring.  The caverns and   

museum can only be described in one word:  awesome!  

    We left the caverns at lunchtime and headed across the 

town of Luray to the historic and world famous Mimslyn 

Inn.  The inn was the creation of hoteliers Henry and Eliz-

abeth Mims, who envisioned an inn that would offer the 

The 9th Annual Henry B. Joy Tour 
Story and photos by Bruce Sedel 

Bruce Sedel & Gil Seibel in front of Bruceôs 

1949 Packard on the Henry B. Joy tour 

Bruceôs 1949 Packard Super Deluxe 
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finer touches in life.  When construction of the inn was 

originally completed in 1931 it was hailed as an architec-

tural masterpiece.  Today, more than 80-years later, the 

historic landmark inn continues to welcome countless 

numbers of travelers to some of the finest food and accom-

modations known in the region.  No trip through Luray 

would be complete without at least stopping for lunch at 

the Mimslyn!  Our tour group enjoyed an absolutely fan-

tastic southern-style buffet and an equally fantastic day. 

    On Thursday, the final driving day of the tour, a large 

lineup of Packards (or should I say a lineup of large   

Packards) headed out of the Holiday Inn host hotel a short 

ten miles to Belle Grove Plantation and Cedar Creek    

Battlefield.  In 1783, Revolutionary War veteran Colonel 

Isaac Hite acquired 483 acres of land in Middletown, VA, 

on which he completed construction of the plantation in 

1797.  After numerous owners outside the Hite family, 

ownership of the plantation passed into the hands of the 

Hunnewell family who eventually conducted most of the 

restoration that exists today.  Some of the authentic and 

period correct furnishings are not only incredible, but 

priceless.  Even the original kitchen has been perfectly 

preserved.  If you have not seen Belle Grove, it is impera-

tive that you place it on your list of historic sites to visit. 

    Just a short distance down Route 11, we enjoyed lunch 

in Middletown at the Wayside Inn, a roadside inn original-

ly established in 1797 and remaining today as the longest 

continuously operating inn in North America.  Parts of the 

original inn guest register on display show the handwritten 

names of some of the travelers who stayed at the inn as 

they passed through town.  In the 1900s some of the guests 

in the register even listed the makes of the automobiles 

they droveðPackards, Wintons, Franklins, Pierce-

Arrows!  To imagine those early days of motoring when 

the wealthy traveled across the lands in these fine automo-

biles is really something.   Even President George Wash-

ington stayed at the inn.  As the story goes, the inn was 

contacted by President Washingtonôs staff, who said the 

President wanted to stay at the inn.  The innkeepers wrote 

back asking what food items the president would favor 

and the response was that President Washingtonôs favorite 

food was dessert and his dessert choice was Apple Brown 

Betty.  Today, the inn is known for serving the tasty    

original recipe, and it appeared that the guests on this day 

appreciated the authentic southern favorite perhaps as 

much as President Washington had! 

    After lunch our tour split up, with part of the group 

(mostly the men) going to the White Post Restorations 

facility and the other (mostly the women) going to the 

shops in Old Town Winchester.  The restoration shop, lo-

cated in tiny White Post, VA, is currently run by a fourth-

generation family member, Billy Thompson, III, and the 

facility is renowned as one of the finest restoration shops 

in the country.  Old Towne Winchester has been trans-

formed into a walking promenade of shops and restaurants 

and is a huge tourist attraction in the City of Winchester. 

    Thursday night, the tourôs traditional going away     

banquet was held in the Washington-Jefferson ballroom of 

the Holiday Inn.  Two of the participantsðGunther Hoyt 

and his son Harry, from Roanoke, VAðtreated the ban-

quet crowd to a collection of film shorts in which the great 

automobileðPackardðhad feature roles. (ñWhat a 

shame,ò said detective Sam Spade, played by Humphrey 

Bogart in the movie ñThe Big Sleep,ò as a crane lifted a 

1934 Packard Super Eight sedan out of the East River.)   

    On Friday morning, as the tour wrapped up with all of 

the participants and their Packards heading out for home, 

all I could say was ñan absolutely fantastic time was had 

by all!ò 

1935 Packard 12 roadster 

1940 Packard 120 convertible 

1948 Packard Station Sedan 
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Still Collecting 
Stuff ð  
Antique Toys 
By Terry Bond 

    As the Christmas season approaches, 

what better topic to introduce than 

TOYS.  If Iôd not collected so many 

other things I probably would have concentrated on early toys; 

however, they seem to always have been just a bit out of my 

price range, so Iôve contented myself with occasional bargains.   

    I did want to begin at the earliest days of the automobile and 

let you learn about and see some things that make this area of 

collecting so special.  This article is the first in a series.   

    First weôll look at the earliest and best European toys.  Less 

expensive ñpenny toysò will comprise another photo-essay, 

while cast iron and other American toys will round out the    

series.  Iôm going to do this each year at Christmas time, so 

weôll take a closer look at later years in the future.  I think there 

is enough material to last a few seasons! 

    In the early 

1900s, as the 

automobile was 

first being seen 

in larger Europe-

an cities, chil-

drenôs toy cars 

quickly became    

popular.  Trains, 

steam engines, 

boats and other 

mechanical play-

things were   

already being 

made, so it was 

only  natural that 

the earliest manufacturers would also offer toy automobiles.  

The automobile itself was a plaything for the wealthy and    

elaborate toy versions were popular for their children.   

    These early toys were made from thin sheets of steel, plated 

with tin (hence the name ñtinplateò), and were often hand   

painted. Later, lithograph printing was used. The toys were hand 

assembled, using tab & slot technology.  Some more elaborate 

toys featured solder joints, and much additional hand-applied 

decoration including 

pin striping. Alt-

hough these fancier 

automobiles were 

intended for sale to 

wealthy families, 

less expensive, 

smaller toy cars 

soon began appear-

ing for sale by street 

vendors. These were 

actually known as 

ñpenny toys.ò    

Today these toys 

represent an entire 

specialized area 

of collecting to 

enjoy.   

    The earliest 

toy cars appeared 

in France and 

Germany.  There 

were hundreds of 

different manu-

facturers, but the 

most notable 

examples came 

from Nuremberg, 

Germany.  A                    

thriving toy industry had already been established there by the 

late 1800s.  Names like Bing, Burg, Carette, Guntherman,    

Lehmann, Lutz, and Marklin are well known among serious 

collectors as being top of the line.  There were many other less 

prolific manufacturers throughout Europe, and today occasional 

examples from unknown makers will turn up.  Most were clearly 

marked, however, and simple research will help you confirm 

their identity and learn more about them. 

    Most of them used clockwork mechanisms, key-wound, to 

make them operational.  Still others incorporated heavy fly-

wheels.  Lehman was known as a serious innovator who also 

added mechanisms to provide movement to drivers.   They were 

one of the earliest companies to produce such novelty toys that 

featured passengers holding spinning umbrellas, drivers that 

would steer the vehicles in circles, etc., while other manufactur-

ers simply made cars that would go once wound up.  One unique 

toy called a ñtut-tutò featured a bellows-operated horn.         

Lehmann also produced the first example of a passenger bus. 

    The more expensive toys featured opening doors, beveled 

glass windows, brass and nickel plated lamps, rubber tires, and 

even pieces of luggage.  They are works-of-art.  Many variations 

exist in both size and colors among these early toys.  Since there 

was so much hand-work involved with these early pieces, there 

are often many differences between what would seem to be  

similar versions.  The early limousines made by Carette are the 

most valuable and most amazing toy vehicles ever produced.  

Available in several different sizes and color combinations, they 

offered almost everything the real counterpart offered except a 

running engine!  

    Among the most affordable of the early tin toys are those 

manufactured by Bing.  Bing was a prolific manufacturer and 

their toys were well made, ensuring long-term survival.  Among 

my favorites are their early Model Ts and their ñgarage sets.ò  

You could buy Bing cars individually or in pairs as ñsetsò    

An early tinplate, clockwork toy automobile, 

maker unknownðcirca 1903 Bing two-car set with garageðcirca 1909 

Guntherman toy car w/driverðcirca 1900-1902 

Lehmann ñTut-Tutò with original boxðcirca 

1907 
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complete with 

their own garag-

es.  Iôve encoun-

tered very nice 

two-car sets with 

the garage in the 

$500 range.  

    An Internet 

search will give 

you a quick   

education on 

what is rare and 

the price ranges.  

There also are 

specialty auction 

houses and their 

catalogs, along 

with Internet resources, which can be tremendous tools.    

    Originality is important.  Restoration to paintwork, plating, or 

the replacement of missing parts can seriously detract from a 

toyôs value.  There is a thriving industry making new parts for 

these early toys, particularly those made by Carette.              

Replacement drivers, passengers, even lamps can be found on 

the Internet.  There are professional toy restoration experts 

available to advise and assist with rare items.   

    Iôll recommend some references for your enjoyment as these 

articles progress, but any collection, whether it consists of only a 

few pieces or fills a museum, can benefit from having reference 

works close at hand.  I recommend you begin with the website 

http://www.artofthetintoy.com.  David Pressland is considered 

an absolute expert and has perhaps the finest existing collection 

of early tin toys.  His book ñArt of the Tin Toyò is considered 

the standard reference work.   

    Cleaning these objects of art requires careful research and a 

gentle touch.  I recommend nothing more than clear water and a 

cotton swab to begin with.  Solvents of any kind can damage 

toys.  Trying to bring back the ñshineò in an old toy by using 

spray polish, automobile polish, or any other such item can 

cause irreparable damage, seriously decreasing value.  Iôve seen 

many lithographed tin toys that begin losing their paint a few 

years after being clear-coated or sprayed with wax or other 

products.  For damaged toys, trying to bend them back in shape 

can crack delicate paint surfaces break the thin metal tabs,    

rendering them valueless.    

    Since these 

more expensive 

toys are indeed 

objects of art, 

they need to be 

treated to the 

same kind of 

treatment any 

similar item 

would get.  Do 

not attempt to 

work on them 

unless you know 

what you are 

doing.  Talk to 

experts. Do some research, andðabove all elseðdo no harm.  

Itôs better to leave an old toy unrestored than to ruin it by      

attempting to repaint it or make replacement pieces.  Itôs best to 

save your money, do the research, and buy a few pieces at a time 

from reputable dealers.  Of course the bargain can pop up in 

surprising places, so armed with some knowledge youôll be safe.  

One great piece is better than a shelf full of junk! 

    As we close, I thought you would enjoy seeing one of the 

more valuable toy automobiles existingðthe circa 1904 Gordon 

Bennett Race Car by Guntherman.  This amazingly pristine toy 

has sold in excess of $25,000.00 at auction.   

    Meantime, enjoy the pictures.  I hope Santa brings you lots of 

great stuff for your collections! 

Terry Bond 

Gordon Bennett toy racecar by Guntherman of Germanyð1904 

Another variation of the Gordon Bennett toy racecar, this one  

produced by Bingðcirca 1902-1903 Two wonderful toy cars by Carette from my collectionðcirca 1903 

An early Carette limousineðcirca 1905ð

complete with beveled glass windows, opening 

doors, passengers and their luggage 

Lehmann autobusðthe first toy bus known to 

be madeðcirca 1906 

http://www.artofthetintoy.com
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    Bob Parrish has always loved the styling and look of the 

1958 Chevrolet Impala, having owned two previously:  an 

Anniversary Gold hardtop and an Aegean Turquoise    

convertible.  After selling his convertible several years 

ago, Bob just had to have another one, something Iôm sure 

most of us car hobbyists can relate to!  Bob quickly began 

searching for his third Impala and ran across an ad for a 

1958 Impala in the July 2013 print issue of the Vintage 

Chevrolet Club of Americaôs Generator & Distributor 

magazine.  The ad did not contain any pictures of the car, 

so Bob contacted the seller, a gentleman from             

Cumberland, MD, to request some pictures.   

    Originally assembled in Los Angeles, CA, the history of 

this Impala is largely unknown.  The seller had owned the 

Impala for 22 years and seemed to have taken good care of 

it by having the drivetrain & front end rebuilt and a new 

interior installed.  After seeing the pictures and finally  

settling on a price, Bob purchased the car in July 2013.  

Bob has since had both the front and rear chrome bumpers   

replated and the Onyx Black paint buffed and polished.   

    Bobôs Impala has black vinyl bench seats with black, 

silver, and turquoise-striped cloth appointments in the seat 

backs and bottoms; this particular pattern is unique to   

Impalaôs painted Onyx Black.  The door panels feature the 

same striped pattern, which nicely complement the seats.  

The Impala is equipped with the 250-HP ñPower Packò 

option which consisted of a 283-ci V-8 engine with heads 

having a higher-than-stock compression ratio, a 4-barrel 

Rochester carburetor, and dual exhaust.  Power steering, 

power brakes, a two-speed Power Glide automatic     

transmission, and a 3.36 rear end round out the drivetrain.   

    1958 was the inaugural year for Chevroletôs Impala and 

it was also the first year for quad head lights, which is true 

for the majority of the Detroit automakers.  Another 

unique feature regards the bumpers on the 1958 Impala as 

those built in Los Angeles had 1-piece bumpers compared 

to 3-piece bumpers on Impalas built elsewhere.  Youôll 

notice the 1-piece bumper on Bobôs ô58.   

    The wooden 56.4 inch ñyardstickò that Bob is posing 

with in the photo [on the front cover] is actually a tool that 

a Chevrolet salesperson would have used in 1958 to 

demonstrate to prospective buyers ñThe New Measure of 

Really Modern Styling!ò  It featured front head room and 

leg room dimensions, as well as the low overall car height 

of 56.4 inches.   

    Bob still has some work that he wants to do on his car.  

He plans to detail the engine compartment and paint the 

engine this winter, as well as touch up the paint on the 

metal package tray between the rear seat and the rear   

window.  He also wants to install new tires with the      

correct 2 1/4 inch white walls and rebuild the brakes.  His 

ultimate plan is to make his Impala a nice touring car and 

get it AACA Driver Participation Class (DPC) certified.  

Considering Bobôs craftsmanship and attention to detail, 

that shouldnôt be a problem. 

Caught in the HeadlightsðTRAACA Members & Their Cars 

Bob Parrishôs 1958 Chevrolet Impala 
Story as told to Matt Doscher.  Photos by Matt Doscher 

The 1958 Chevrolet Impalaôs 283-ci, 250-hp V-8 engine 

Bob Parrishôs 1958 Chevrolet Impala 

The Impalaôs black, silver, and turquoise-striped cloth interior 
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    I purchased my 1956 Chevrolet Nomad in June 2011, but I 

had wanted one since the summer of 1957. Iôll get back to what 

happened that summer of ó57 to burn the desire to buy a Chevy 

wagon into my brain.  But first . . . 

    My history of being a Chevy lover is a long one.   My first car 

was a 1954 Chevrolet Bel Air.  It was painted flat black with a 

paint brush, and it actually looked good!  Maybe my vision was 

impaired, as I was in the 10th grade, and I guess any car a 10th 

grader has is going to look good to him or her.  In my senior 

year I moved up to a 1957 2-door 210 Chevy with a 283-ci V-8 

engine and 3-speed manual shifter on the column.  I lost a bunch 

of right-hand girl-grabbinô time changing those gears! 

    So 35+ years flew by, my two boys were on their own, and 

life was good, so I bought a show quality, all original 1957 

Chevrolet Bel Air 2-door hardtop coupe.  I followed up this  

purchase with a 1957 Bel Air convertible, which was also a 

show quality, original car by the time I finished working on it.  I 

feel like I am paying back the car gods for all the abuse I inflict-

ed on my Chevys during high school.  Several Chevys have 

come and gone over the past five years, but I am only going to 

mention my ñkeepersò before I get back to the summer of ó57. 

    My ñkeepersò include a 1957 Corvette, restored and sitting on 

a 1984 Corvette chassis; an all original 1963 Impala SS convert-

ible with a 327-ci/300-hp engine; a 1963 Nova SS convertible 

with a 327-ci/300-hp and 4-speed transmission; and finally, or 

so I thought, my 1956 all original Nomad with a 265-ci V-8 and 

Power-Pack  option (4-barrel carburetor and dual exhaust).  My 

Nomad finally brings me to my summer of 1957 story. 

    While I believe that numerous children of baby boomers may 

have been conceived in a mid-to-late-1950s Chevrolet, I was 

only nine years old in 1957 so my story has nothing to do with 

getting lucky in a ó50s Chevrolet. 

    My dad was a young naval officer stationed in San Diego and 

was transferred to the East Coast in 1957.  He bought a 1956 

Chevy station wagon and a small camping trailer, packed us up, 

and headed east, enjoying the GIôs American dream.  Our family 

spent the summer of ô57 ñseeing the USA in our Chevrolet.ò  

We crisscrossed the entire country and Canada, visiting all the 

wonderful national parks and places of interest in our beautiful 

48 states.  [For those of you counting, Alaska and Hawaii did 

not become states until 1959.]  Every place we stopped seemed 

to be more beautiful than the previous one.  All of the national 

parks left the best memories a 9-year-old boy could ever wish 

for. 

    My dad was just like all the other GIs.  He would always buy 

and install on the car window a souvenir travel decal for each of 

the national parks we visited.  All of the parksô gift shops at the 

time carried American Indian-themed souvenirs for the kids, and 

they all became special treasures for me. 

    So, in the summer of 2011, 54 years later, I bought a 1956 

Nomad from a guy who had inherited it from his father.  His late 

father had been born in the same year as my fatherð1919.  I 

spent the next ten months completing a body-on restoration and 

having the engine rebuilt.  I had no intentions of ever selling this 

car, but in 2013 a member of the National Nomad Association 

saw the article in the clubôs The Nomad Post newsletter, was 

convinced her father had helped build my Nomad when he 

worked at Chevroletôs Atlanta plant, and made me an offer I 

couldnôt refuse.  I had recently purchased a 1957 Nomad, so I 

reluctantly parted with the ô56. 

    In honor of my dad, and for the memories I still have of that 

wonderful cross-country trip, I had purchased a souvenir travel 

decal from most of the national parks we visited that summer 

and installed them on the windows of my ô56 Nomad. Whenever 

I drove it, or just walked by it, my eyes would train on those 

travel decals and I would drift back to the summer of ô57 and 

my familyôs wonderful cross-country trip. 

The interior of Charlieôs 1956 Nomad 

The Summer of ó57 
Story and photos by Charlie Dawson 

(This is an updated version of an article printed originally in the June-July 2014 issue of the Chevrolet Nomad Associationôs     

newsletter ñThe Nomad Postò and is reprinted with the permission of the author and club.) 

Charlie Dawsonôs 1956 Chevrolet Nomad 

The 1956 Nomadôs 265-ci V-8 engine 


