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Unfortunately, cancellations continue to roll in—
HERSHEY 2020 car corral and flea market cancelled,
but the Saturday car show is pending being the latest.

HVPR/TRAACA Flash Tour! Read more on
Page 4!

Keith Colonna’s 1956 Lincoln Continental MKII.

TRAACA

CALENDAR

Check traaca.com/calendar.htm for
the latest info on upcoming events!

JUNE 2020
06 Square Car Tour (delayed
until July, exact dates TBD)

09

) \

18 i . :
W s oy
Beach/Norfolk)

27 Doumar’s Arrive around 4 PM

JULY 2020

09 TRAACA Board Meeting
Dawson’s Accounting
Virginia Beach, VA

11 Nauticus/USS WISCONSIN
tour and lunch

16 Dinner Meeting (Holiday Inn
Convention Center Virginia
Beach/Norfolk)

25 Doumar’s

AUGUST 2020

1 TRAACA Judge’s Training
School

09 Portsmouth Naval Shipyard
Museum Tour and lunch

13 TRAACA Board Meeting
Dawson’s Accounting
Virginia Beach, VA

29 Doumar’s

SEPTEMBER 2020

10 TRAACA Board Meeting
Dawson’s Accounting
Virginia Beach, VA

17 Dinner Meeting (Holiday Inn
Convention Center Virginia
Beach/Norfolk)

19 TRAACA Annual Meet
(Military Aviation Museum)
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President’s
Podium

Wayne Milligan
TRAACA President
traacacontact@gmail.com

(757) 416-8993

Hello fellow Tidewater Region AACA members.
I hope all are continuing to stay well. As the country
and the states of Virginia and North Carolina begin to
reopen, the local car hobby will soon follow. Specific
to our Club, the Board reviewed the June calendar of
activities and decided to delay the Square Car Tour
until July, primarily due to the lack of rest stop facili-
ties. In addition, we are canceling the June dinner
meeting due to continuing group size restrictions and
will be utilizing email to facilitate any necessary
Board decisions. We are planning to move forward
with the Doumar’s event. Thad Doumar is a Tidewat-
er Region member and Doumar’s has been a long
time sponsor in the Club Newsletter. We hope you
will be able to join us at Doumar’s on the 27th of
June.

Though many activities within the Club and the
hobby remain ‘on hold’, planning for our Annual
Meet continues to progress. Meet Chairman Paul
Fuqua, and Co-Chair, Barry Basnight, along with
their team of Committee Leads, remain hard at work
preparing for our 47th Annual Meet. For those of us
missing Club activities, here’s the opportunity to fill
that void!

Many members are leading portions of the meet
and they need your help. Terry Bond and Travis Ber-
ry lead TRAACA judging, Sandy Hall leads judging
administration, and Jerry Adams leads registration
and signage. Bob Parrish is leading the Corvette dis-
play and will require assistance with parking and co-
ordinating those vehicles prior to the parade and dis-
play. Jim Villers and Barry Basnight lead logistics
and operations—this effort includes onsite communi-
cation systems and food. Dot Parrish and Cori Fuqua
lead program design and production while Paul
Fuqua leads marketing, partnerships, and fundraising.
Paul appreciates any support, leads, or insight that
you can provide. Bill Treadwell brings his Swap
Meet expertise to the Annual Meet and leads the flea
market and vendor areas, Skip Patnode and Jim Vil-
lers lead field layout, Fred Cole and Travis Berry lead
field parking, and Dwight Schaubach is leading field
transportation (carts). The Club is indebted to all of

CORVETTES NEEDED!

A special exhibit of with a representative of every
year of Corvette manufactured is being set up for
the TRAACA Annual Meet on September 19, 2020.
We still need Corvettes from 1972, 1976, 1977,
1980, 1982, 1984, 1987, 1988, and 1989. Please
contact Bob Parrish at bowtiebobp@aol.com if you
or someone you know might be able to provide one
of these cars for display.

these members for taking the lead in ensuring our
47th Annual Meet is a successful event!

As you can see, there are many volunteer opportu-
nities for you too! Please contact either the Meet
Chairmen, any of the Leads, or Jim Villers or I to
sign up and support the Club and fill some of that car
hobby void! Volunteering is the best way to get to
know your fellow members and it’s a lot of fun too!
The Tidewater Region AACA Annual Meet is a great
event with a long history. The Meet is well known
and respected within the hobby and draws hobbyists
from all over Hampton Roads and beyond. Again, the
Club will educate, entertain, and recruit new mem-
bers to our hobby through this Meet but we need your
help.

I hope all remain well and I look forward to seeing
each of you very soon!

Warmest Regards,
Wayne Milligan
’20 Tidewater Region AACA President

TRAACA Annual Meet Program!

We are putting together the program for the
annual TRAACA show in September and I would
like to get some members to put their antique car
pictures in the pages for Members Cars. The cost
is $25.00 per car and members will need to send a
check made out to TRAACA to:

Bill Treadwell
416 Woodlake Rd.
Virginia Beach, VA 23452

Send pictures as a .jpg as an email attachment to
Corifuqua@aol.com and teddybeardot@aol.com

Members are encouraged to send pictures of as
many cars as they want! The program will
feature 8 cars per page. Thanks in advance!

~Dot Parrish
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canceled. This decision was not arrived at lightly. Our
Club prides itself on producing a world-class event that
thousands of people anticipate every year, so we felt the
heaviest of burdens when faced with this decision.

While making the difficult choice to cancel, the Board
took many obstacles into account, including but not
limited to: the health and welfare of our volunteers,
vendors, partners, and visitors; the unknown restrictions
and/or guidelines that may be in place at the time of our
show; and the volunteer-only workforce we rely on to
prepare for a show of our magnitude.

We appreciate you understanding how difficult this
decision was for the Executive Board to make. We
know that some people will be upset by the decision
and others will applaud it. Either way, please know that
the Hershey Region Executive Board has acted in what
they believe are the best interests of the Club, and we
ask for your continued support as we navigate these
unprecedented times.

Refund information will be sent very soon in regards to
all payments already received by the Hershey Region
AACA.

Please know that we continue to explore ideas to
benefit the hobby and are working toward the
possibility of still hosting our usual car show on
Saturday in October. While this may not be doable,
AACA and the Hershey Region along with other
constituencies are working hard to make this possible.
Please visit our website and social media as often as
possible for the latest news.

Dinner Meeting Corner

Chief Contact: Skip Patnode

The June Dinner Meeting is canceled, but we
hope to resume our meetings in July

Members will be contacted via e-mail to obtain their
RSVPs for the club’s monthly dinner meeting.
(Members without e-mail will be contacted by phone.) If
you will be attending, please respond to Skip Patnode’s
e-mail by the requested date and let him know how many
people will be coming. (There is no need to respond if
you are not coming.) Skip will reply to you once he adds
you to his attendance list. It is critical that you respond
to these e-mails so we can let the hotel know how many
people will be attending & they can prepare enough food.
If you are not receiving Skip’s e-mails or want to be taken
off the list, please contact him at skippatnode@cox.net
or (757) 672-8495. Thank you for your cooperation!

2020 TRAACA Officers & Board

President - Wayne Milligan:
traacacontact@gmail.com
Vice President - Tim Hund:
traacacontact@gmail.com
Secretary - Ellen Adams
Treasurer - Bill Treadwell
Board - Fred Cole
Board - Charlie Dawson
Board - Dot Parrish
Board - Doug Grosz
President Emeritus - Matt Doscher

Visit the TRAACA on the Internet at:
www.traaca.com

THE MUDFLAP is the newsletter for the Tidewater Region of the
Antique Automobile Club of America, and is published monthly.
Editors: Doug Grosz and Ken Packard

C/O: Dawson’s Accounting
138 S. Rosemont Rd, Suite 200, Virginia Beach, VA 23452

Permission is granted to other AACA groups to reprint
articles from this newsletter (except copyrighted material)
if credit is given to the author & newsletter. Permission is
NOT granted for Internet publishing without preapproval.
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National AACA President Jim Elliott and First
Lady Donna (also members of both TRAACA and
HVPR) put together a 'Flash' tour of Yorktown, Wil-
liamsburg, and Sherwood Forest Plantation in Charles
City that maintained social distancing and still al-
lowed us to get together for a fun activity.

On May 3rd,twenty-five antique vehicles showed
up at the start in Grafton, with more expected to join

TRAACA member Al Becker — 1929 Packard 640 Dual Cowl Phae-

HVPR/TRAACA ‘Flash’ Tour

Story and Photos by Bob Stein

at points along the way. Most everyone wore face
masks, and everyone stayed at least 6 feet apart, with
appropriate waves, mimed hugs, and air-first bumps.
First stop of the tour was just a few miles down the
road at the law offices of James W. and James R. El-
liott, where restrooms were opened up. After more
tire kicking and socializing, the group got back on
Route 17, turning off to drive out by the American
Revolution Museum and pick up the Colonial Park-
way. The tour was kept flexible to allow for potential
closures, but lunch was planned at Providence Ford (a
Subway with curb service) and then the drive out to
Sherwood Forest Plantation to look at from the out-
side. Many thanks to Jim and Donna for putting this
together, and to the Historic Virginia Peninsula Re-
gion for inviting TRAACA folks along!
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Keith Colonna cruising in one of his ‘56 Lincolns.

Jere Avenson — 1987 Porsche 944S
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Christie Hunt — 1973 Plymouth Scamp
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Jim and Donna Elliott — 1975 Caprice Classic Convertible

Dwight Schaubach’s ‘56 Chevy
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Here Come Da Judge! -
and he’s looking for a
little help from you!

By Terry Bond and Travis Berry

Folks, we have a car show coming! Yes, we're all
excited and, of course, anxious to get out with our cars and
enjoy the time together just like we are used to — and have
been missing so much!

This September, it’s time for Tidewater Region to
shine! The Annual Meet Team has never taken their foot
off the gas pedal in planning for a great show this year,
and a big part of that is our AACA Show field, and the
judging that takes place.

Tidewater Region AACA is among the leaders in the
old car hobby. We try to stay with tradition for cars
entered into the AACA portion of our show, and a big part
of that is the AACA style of classification and judging of
those vehicles. It is our responsibility to introduce the
many participants and spectators to AACA and the
professionalism we are so well known for in the judging
arena.

We need you to be a big part of that and join us for a
great day helping to recognize accomplishment and award
achievement for those vehicles taking part on the AACA
judging field.

Judging can be such a rewarding part of your car show
experience! You will be with a team of dedicated, highly
regarded individuals who have tremendous judging
background at our National events all across the country.
Even if you’ve never judged before, you will be working
with true mentors in the judging arena. They will guide
you in your work that day and help make the task light and
easy — and most of all --enjoyable.

Our Region has a long history of bringing members
into the wonderful world of judging, and even at the
National level, you’ll find more Tidewater Region judges
than from many other larger groups. And, they all got
their start at our local fall show.

To show you what judging is about, and how it works
at our local event his fall, we are going to have a Judges
Seminar on August 1st at IPM at the home of Dewey and
Maxine Milligan, 2000 Shillelagh Road, Chesapeake.

There will be a brief overview of the AACA Judging
system, a descriptive session on how those basics are used
at our event, and then some specific, hands-on training
about what to look for.

Light refreshments will be served, and everyone is
encouraged to attend. You do not need to commit to being
a judge--just come on out to find out what it’s all about.

Even if you’ve never judged before, you’ll learn

something about how to prepare your own car. So, come
out for the afternoon even if you are only thinking about
getting involved and see what it’s all about.

Please RSVP for the Judges Seminar on August Ist by
contacting either one of us:

Chief Judge:

Terry Bond

terryaaca@cox.net — 757-403-4614
Assistant Chief Judge

Travis Berry

travis.berry. mail@gmail.com — 757-536-1214

ANTIQUE AUTOMOBILE CLUB

Y AMMERIC A
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Dauer Museum of Classic Cars

Sunrise, FL
Story and photos by Mark McAlpine
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When Marion & I attended the AACA’s first national car
show of the year—the Winter Nationals in Miami, FL, on
February 27-29, 2020—one of the fun activities the South
Florida Region set up was a visit to the Dauer Museum of
Classic Cars in nearby Sunrise, FL, about 40 miles north of
Miami. The museum was one of the highlights of the
weekend. (Although the Winter Nationals were held less than
three months ago, it seems so long ago!) The next four
AACA Nationals—Charlotte, NC, Auburn, IN, Show Low,
AZ, and Beckley, WV—plus the Founders Tour, Sentimental
Tour, and Reliability Tour were canceled and the Eastern
Divisional Tour was postponed until July because of the
coronavirus pandemic. As I write this article, the next AACA
national activity is the Grand Nationals in Allentown, PA—
and I’m keeping my fingers crossed that it’s held.)

Dr. Edward (“Eddie”) Dauer and his wife Joanne (a
registered nurse) have an amazing collection of vehicles
ranging from a 1906 Cadillac Model M to a 2007 Cadillac
XLR. Most are from the 1940s-1960s, and the Dauers seem
to be particularly fond of Cadillacs—there are over 20 on
display. The museum incorporates themed displays of cars,
including a 1930’s Texaco service station, a 1950’s beach
party, a 1950’s drive-in movie, the “Fabulous 50s,” “The
Sixties—A Decade of Change,” a Cadillac dealership, and a
1950°’s movie premier. The displays and collection are
accented by a wide variety of automobilia, petroliana, and
memorabilia from the different eras of the cars.

Eddie and Joanne Dauer (they insisted everyone call them
by their first names) were there when we and the other
AACA attendees visited the museum. Both were extremely
friendly and personable, and Eddie graciously talked to us
about their vehicles, why each one was purchased, and what
they meant to the family. All of the vehicles were in excellent
condition and many proudly displayed AACA award badges.

Vehicles on display included the “Triple Crown” of
American cars—three cars featured originally as 1952 GM
Motorama show cars that were so well received that GM put
them into production as 1953 models: the Buick Skylark
convertible, the Cadillac Eldorado convertible, and the
Oldsmobile Fiesta convertible (which was only produced for
one year). “The Fabulous 50s” display included a 1958 Buick
Roadmaster convertible, 1958 Buick Caballero convertible,
1956 Cadillac Eldorado Biarritz convertible, and 1957 Ford
Thunderbird roadster. (The “Triple Crown” and “Fabulous
50s” cars were shown in the April 2020 Mudflap.) Dr. Dauer
is a radiologist long-associated with the Florida Medical
Center, so it’s only appropriate that there’s a replica of a
1970’s medical center in the museum, complete with a
restored 1971 Cadillac ambulance. While we were there, Dr.
Dauer happily displayed the ambulance and its equipment to
a visiting group of local paramedics.

If you’re ever in southern Florida, visit the Dauer

Su
i,

Museum. It’s a great collection of beautiful antique vehicles!
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A few of the cars from the Dauer Museum loaded for transit to be shown at the AACA Winter Nationals the next day in nearby Miami, FL:
(L-R) 1958 Vespa 400, 1952 Willys Overland Jeep, and a 1965 Chevrolet Corvette convertible
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1906 Cadillac Model M delivery wagon
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1953 Buick Roadmaster Estate Wagon 1953 Oldsmobile 98 Holiday Coupe
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1960 Edsel Ranger convertible
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Can you tell that the Dauers like Cadillacs? They have at least twenty on display, ranging from a 1906 Model M to a 2007 XLR roadster.
10
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Still Collecting

How Rare is Rare?

By Terry Bond

Every so often I deviate from my schedule of
planned articles. It’s usually done to alert readers to
potentially fraudulent items suddenly appearing in the
automobilia market. At other times, I’ve done it to
announce an interesting discovery.

That’s the case this time. I so often see the over-
used term “Rare” in internet sales listings that I’'m
inclined to by-pass them. I know at least one high-
volume vendor who sells nothing but “rare” items.
All of his listings are for commonly found, mass-
produced items that are nothing more than novelty
souvenirs that were stamped out yesterday and

shipped in from somewhere overseas by the boat-
load.

In these last several weeks at home, I’ve caught up
projects, and found some extra time to search — yes,
“still collecting” for more “rare” items.

A few days ago I spotted this rather unique adver-
tising pin—Ilabeled “Rare” of course. It was in the
shape of an automobile radiator, complete with radia-
tor cap, and a large “Garford” script placed diagonal-
ly across it. Centered in the top of the radiator howev-
er, was a white porcelain “headlamp.” It was what we
call a “cyclops” eye style of headlamp. What the
heck?

Of course the well-known Tucker used a single
centered headlamp, and much earlier, (1915) the Bris-
coe automobile used one, but by 1916 it was gone,
having been outlawed in many states.

Did Garford ever make one?

A quick internet search revealed nothing except an
advertisement for the “new Garford Six.”

—
$2750 $2750
Everything you want in a Six
Everything, worth while, that has been invented or designed for a Six.
And, in addition, this car has more new and practical improvements
and comforts than most other Sixes.
And the price is just about half that of the other high grade six

cylinder cars.

A few of the more important specifications

1913 “one-eyed Garford” advertising.

1913 Garford advertising pin.

11

The only photographs I found were for Studebaker
-Garfords, except for one 1912 Garford touring car
owned by a good friend who Susan and I had toured
with on a couple of occasions. We got to see this fan-
tastic car in person on the 2010 Reliability Tour in
Thomasville, GA. But — it is a 1912 and has “two
eyes.”

A quick email brought some additional infor-
mation. Another quick email to a world-renowned
radiator emblem authority produced some additional
detail, and a posting on the AACA discussion forum
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The only surviving Garford automobile — 1912.

added additional facts. Further internet research
helped piece together the story —and it’s worth telling
here, so you will understand how rare something rare
can really be.

Arthur Garford founded the Federal Manufactur-
ing Company in 1903 in Elyria, Ohio, just East of
Cleveland. He had previously been involved in manu-
facturing bicycles, and his leather covered seats be-
came extremely popular and brought him tremendous
fortune. As the automobile age began, the company
began turning out chassis components. Garford chas-
sis were supplied to several early automobile manu-
facturers including Ardsley, Cleveland, Rainier,
Gaeth, and even Studebaker.

Studebaker already enjoyed large distributorship
through their wagon and buggy sales network, so the
change-over to automobile production and sales for
them was relatively simple. In 1903 they contracted
with Garford to supply the chassis for their new auto-

Studebaker-Garford radiator emblem.
(Photo courtesy of American Auto Emblems)

mobiles. Completed chassis were shipped to South
Bend, Indiana where Studebaker-made bodies were
added. The completed vehicle was sold as the
“Studebaker-Garford.”

Under the agreement, Garford was not allowed to
market a vehicle using their own name.

However, in late 1907, Garford introduced a four-
cylinder car at the Grand Central Place show. Cars
were sold beginning in 1908 through a New York
Packard dealership. A Garford participated in the
Glidden Tour that year. They continued to participate
in 1909 and 1910 and did so well, that in 1911, the
AAA President chose to use his personal 1910 Gar-
ford with over 3000 miles on it to participate in the
event.

020,933 -

1908 Glidden Tour Garford.

12

The contract with Studebaker was terminated in
1910 because of this obvious conflict and breach of
agreement. By this time, Studebaker had acquired
EMF and no longer needed Garford’s manufacturing
capabilities.

In 1911, a Garford Model G7 40 HP touring car
was exhibited at the New York Automobile Show.
This year also marked the end of the combined Stu-
debaker-Garford brand name.

In 1912, an improved Model G was introduced,
but by this time, the company was experiencing se-
vere financial difficulties. Since they originally sup-
plied chassis to Studebaker and relied on the Stu-
debaker network of dealerships to sell the cars, they
had not developed their own unique sales and distri-
bution structure.

Negotiations had begun as early as 1911 between
John Willys and Garford, and in the July 13, 1911
issue of Motor Age, it was reported that “one of the
most interesting announcements” had been made — it
was agreed that the formation of the Willys-Garford
Sales Company would dispose of the entire output of
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Garford automobiles. This would essentially close out
the Garford name on automobiles, and the existing
plant would be converted over to manufacture en-
gines for Willys-Overland.

1911 Garford radiator emblem-without
the Studebaker “S”.
(Photo courtesy of American Auto emblems.)

Plans had already been in place though to intro-
duce a new 1913 Garford Six Cylinder car to the line-
up that already included a coupe, sedan and limou-
sine. The new model was restyled to incorporate a
“Cyclops” style single headlamp, centered in the top
of the redesigned radiator shell, with a bold
“Garford” script placed diagonally across the front.
Ahaaa-just like the pin!

Advertisements appeared in the press, and it was
announced the car would be unveiled at the New
York Automobile Show.

The car displayed was actually a left-over 1912
with a “mocked-up” front.

Orders were taken at the show, but public opinion
was largely negative — the car very quickly earned the
nick-name “The One-Eyed Garford.”

It 1s not known if any were actually produced or if
so, whether there are any survivors. None are known.

It is rumored that a few left-over regularly styled
Garfords were sold through the Willys network
branded as “Willys-Garfords” however there is no
indication that a unique radiator badge or label of any
kind exists. Willys-Garford is not listed in any availa-
ble reference work.

The name Garford continued in use on commer-
cial vehicles until 1925 when the company became
known as Superior Coach Company.

13

There is only one known remaining Garford auto-
mobile, the 1912 owned by my friend in Texas. That
car came from the Harrah automobile collection, to-
gether with a lot of documentation including the re-
sult of attempts to locate any other Garford survivors.
Harrah’s researchers concluded that none remained
except for this sole surviving 1912.

So, it seems that I now own an advertising pin for
not only a rare car but maybe even one for a model
that may never have been actually built.

Talking with other collectors, it is felt the pin is of
high enough quality that it would not have been an
automobile show give-way. The financial condition
of the company at that time would simply not have
permitted randomly handing out such an item. It most
like would have been worn by a company executive
or sales staff at the time the new model was intro-
duced. That would mean few existed to begin with. I
know of one other in an important collection of pins
and radiator badges.

Mine originally came from a Michigan antique
market 30 years ago.

Assuming anything related to the history of the
automobile is risky, but I believe it’s safe to assume
that when Garford ceased to exist, the pin went with
its owner to the Detroit area to work with another au-
tomobile company there. It went into a drawer as a
simple momento of time with a company that now no
longer existed. Years later, it would be purchased in
an estate sale, and now, it found its way to Chesa-
peake into my collection of automobilia.

Only if it could talk!

I also assume it nicely fits the definition of Rare as
I understand it.

In the process of researching this, I’ve learned
more than I ever needed to about the history of Stu-
debaker, and Garford.

Along the way, I’ve connected again with old
friends, and made a few new ones. I’ve met other col-
lectors and we’ve shared what we have and what we
know.

I think all these are covered nicely by “Terry’s
Rules of Collecting.”

I hope that you are able to “keep on collecting”
despite the current state of affairs, and that you too
will be able to turn up a few rarities for your show-
case. And, may the road you travel learning more
about automobile history lead you to amazing places.

Happy collecting always,

Gery
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Piddly Packard Projects
-or— Making the Best of Downtime

Story and Photos by Bob Stein

This time of year, we are usually bustling around
with different car activities. However, with the shut-
down of most of our shows and gatherings and work-
ing from home, I suddenly found myself with a lot
more free time. As most of you know, I have plenty
of car projects to keep myself busy, and even the cars
that are really nice can still use some tinkering. Case
in point, Bella, my 1941 Packard 110 Touring Sedan.

Bella came from another TRAACA member who
spoiled the car the way I would. However, as with
any car pushing 80 years of age, some things needed
attention. I’ll go over a few of those projects here.
Maybe a couple will give you ideas for your own four
-wheeled family members.

To get started — well, sometimes Bella was hard to
get started. She uses a dash pushbutton to engage the
starter, and sometimes it would work, sometimes it
didn’t, and other it worked too well — with the starter
motor spinning quite a while after the car started. |
found a NOS switch on eBay and ordered it in. Then
I noticed that even when the starter wasn’t turning,
the ammeter registered a discharge when the starter
button was pushed. The solenoid was the culprit, not
the switch.

Finding a starter solenoid for a 1941 Packard is
actually a lot easier than I expected. Several Packard
supply houses advertised the needed item — for $150-
$175. Just the solenoid, not the starter. If need be, I
was willing to spend the money, but I did some re-
search first. The solenoid was an Autolite SS4001,
which was used on other cars as well. Searching eBay
for just the part number turned up not one, but several
NOS correct solenoids in the original Autolite boxes
for $45 each! I ordered one and it installed in minutes
and solved the starting issue. Moral of the story — a
little research can save you a lot of money! (And yes,
I bought a second one as a spare).

Next project, stopping the flopping — sun visors.
The driver side interior sun visor would fall down
unless you twisted it up well away from the wind-
shield, almost over the driver’s head. Another eBay
find was a correct visor bracket for $29. When it
came in, [ got it painted up in the correct dark blue.
But when I went to install it it was obviously for the
opposite side. I sent an email to the seller to let him
know he had sent the right side, not the left — and mo-
ments after I hit send I noticed ‘LH’ machined on the
back. Left hand. And ‘RH’ stamped on the back of
the one from the car. Right hand. Sure enough, the
visor installed on the passenger side was LH — the
visors had been accidentally swapped out when the
car was restored 27 years ago and nobody caught it.

I cleaned and painted the former driver’s visor
bracket and was relieved that it actually worked fine
when installed on the correct (or right hand) passen-
ger position. Both visors not only work properly but
look much better now that they hang correctly.

14
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The next project started with an eBay find — a blue
plastic interior light switch that looked exactly like
the one in Bella — well, it looked exactly like the inte-
rior light switch HAD looked when the car was new,
but the original had started to sag and deform with
age. (A not uncommon problem I will not elaborate
on here).

The problem came when the switch arrived and I
went to install it. It turns out Packard used a two-
terminal switch to pass power through instead of a
single wire that the switch would ground. I was able
to turn the flat grounding strap into an upright con-
nector post and used a small brass screw and nut. The
new switch works smoothly and looks good.

The last project I will talk about here is not really
an issue with the car, but a convenience for tours and
long drives. I wanted to install a 12-volt power plug
so I could run my GPS and charge cell phones and
other devices with USB ports. However, I did not
want to make any permanent changes, including
drilled holes. I use a battery tender with a removable
plug that lets you keep the hookup to the battery,
which in Bella is located under the driver. More eBay

purchases here — a plastic charger port block with a
cigarette lighter socket and two USB ports for $12,
and a 10-amp voltage converter to bump 6 volts up to
12 volts for $22. An extra battery tender connector
cable was $6. I attached the charger port to the front
of the seat frame with back zip ties which I also used
to attach the converter to the seat frame center brace.
In order to be super safe, I added in a 7.5-amp fuse
between the converter and the connector, which had a
fuse built into it as well. The result is an almost invis-
ible power port that I can disconnect easily and re-
quired zero changes to the car.

So that’s some, but not all, of the piddly Packard
projects that have helped pass my time!

Bella at the HVPR/TRAACA ‘Flash’ tour.
[Keen eyed readers, or followers of the AACA
Discussion Forum, will notice another “piddly

Packard Project” - Editor]
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As of the writing of this article, most of us have
been on some sort of shelter in place or limited move-
ment restriction in our communities for at least 4 — 6
weeks. For some areas it has been even longer than
that. A lot of people haven’t left their houses unless
it’s going to the grocery store every few weeks.
Think about it. In some states, you can be fined just
because you went for a drive in your car. Who would
have ever thought something like this could happen
in America? Remember the old saying, “When life
gives you lemons, make lemonade.”

So, what have you been doing to occupy your
time? If you’re like most car enthusiasts, you’ve
spent some time on the Internet searching for parts,
accessories, or maybe researching a particular vehi-
cle. I bet a lot of you have looked at cars for sale on
Hemmings thinking that there are some good deals
out there since the economy has done a nose dive.
One of the first things I did was search for hard to
find parts for my 1955 Pontiac 2-door wagon. Right
off the bat I found the taillight housings at a fair
price. They weren’t in great shape, but at least there
weren’t any cracks or pieces missing. Yes, the open-
ing in the body is the same as a 1955 Chevy, but the
light itself is different. I immediately dropped them
off at Highline Plating and two weeks later I had a
couple of beautiful chrome housings. I already had
the clear backup lenses from my original housings, so
I started to search for the brake/light lenses. I found a
pair of NOS lenses on eBay with the “buy it now”
price of $1,250.00. No typo. The decimal is in the
correct place. If I spend that much for (2) 3” round
pieces of red plastic with a small metal band, I better
get used to sleeping in the dog house. Pretty small
accommodations. So I began looking for other parts. I
found a NOS grille filler panel at a great price. A few
small spots of surface rust here and there, but other
than that, just like new. I was still searching for the
lenses when I stumbled on a pair of brand new front
floor pans. When I saw the price I hit the “Buy it
Now” button as fast as I could. Then a couple weeks
later there was another pair of NOS brake/light lenses
listed as auction style on eBay. Just like a gunfighter
in the old west, I was ready with my fingers twitching
at the keyboard as I faced off for the show down as
the auction closing drew near. With just a few sec-
onds left I drew and fired at reserve price. Bingo! I
stole these lenses and I didn’t even use a mask and
gun. | also found a few other parts for my projects but
after several weeks, looking for parts gets boring.

If I Only Had the Time

By Fred Trusty, Vice President—Membership
(Reprinted w/permission from A4CA Rummage Box, Spring 2020)

How about the maintenance on your old cars? Oil
changes, brake adjustments, cleaning and waxing.
Done. Next I started to actually work on some of my
projects. I made a lot of progress but if you've ever
restored a car, there comes a point where you are
waiting on parts to come back from a vendor or you
need the money to order more parts. In my case, |
know the transmission kick down rod for my 1976
Ford F-150 Supercab is in the garage somewhere, but
I can’t seem to find it. If I order a new one and install
it, then I'll find the old one. OK. Time to clean out
the garage. Years and years” worth of Hemmings and
club magazines to the recycle bin. Done, and still no
rod, but I did find that 7/16 combination wrench that
has been missing for years, again. Now I have three
of them.

Then I thought I would write some articles for our
local region and, obviously, for the Rummage Box.
Done. I made a list of all my friends to call and check
on. I called both of them the first day. Next, clean out
my office. Done. Get rid of some old clothes in my
closet. Done. I even offered to have a 10-yard dump-
ster dropped in the driveway so my wife could get rid
of some shoes. Please refer to the sentence in para-
graph two about small accommodations. Meeko, our
80-pound German Shepherd/ Huskie mix is not
pleased at having a roommate. Oil all the door hinges
in the house, get rid of some old house paint, and one
more quick look on eBay for car parts.

Then there are those projects that you really don’t
want to do because they involve some physical labor.
You know, the ones that for years you’ve said, “If 1
just had the time I would do this or that”. Then comes
the stark reality that thanks to coronavirus you do
have the time now. There is no excuse for not tearing
out that old falling down fence and putting up a new
one. Or maybe cutting down that half dead tree, cut-
ting and splitting the wood, and filling up the fire-
wood shed. And one of my favorites is cleaning out
gutters, which I have still not done yet.

I look forward to the day when things get back to
normal and I can go back to saying things like, “If I
only had the time, [ would clean out the gutters.”
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Welcome to Our
New Members!

No new members at this time.

Sunshine Report

% Our thoughts & prayers go

44" out to the following members:
Nothing new.

Please provide Member Care/

Sunshine Report information on

TRAACA members to Bob Stein at

posti@aol.com or 588-6200.

o) Members QQP

celebrating

Members

aPARkY 1 celebrating L2
birthdays in June

DOWVVN
THE
ROAD

David Belton
Jean Belton
Travis Berry
James Briggs
Cecil Burr
Briant Capps
Dick Chipchak
Dan Ciccone
John Clark
Mary Beth Clark
Bill Coburn
Richard Cooper
Sandy Dawson
Roland Downing

Other Regional and
Local Events

» 13 - York Springs, PA -
‘=’ Gettysburg Region
AACA Annual Auto & Truck
Show.

17-20 - Berlin, OH Oakland-
Pontiac Worldwide Region,
Homecoming Tour - Open to all
1908-1958 Vehicles Contact:
John Armstrong 614-316-6029 -

jarmst2@columbus.rr.com

; y y Connie England =
anniversaries in June Joe Formato @3 20 - (Cancelled) Richmond,
Mark & Margie Anthony Emmett Hawks VA Richmond Region
Balg'y & lg/lary Elle? Basnl%ht ; Marjorie Joslin IéAl(:A,tSIS(t: An;t:al Rlc;usnond
James & Phills Carnforth el Meet
Dick & Holly Chipchak 5 tsta“L‘ Kern
Richard & Linda Cooper Me i Niwxle nee July
Charlie & Sandy Dawson aric vicAlpine 11 - Lutherville, MD - Chesapeake
Stephen & Tracey McDonnell TO.m McChe.!sney Region's Four Alarm Collector
Albert & Georgiann McVicker Dick McIlflnch Car Show. Location: Fire Museum
Al & Sharon Mercer Cath}f Miller of Maryland, 1301 York Road,
Ed & Diane Monroe Reggie Nash Lutherville, MD 21093. Contact:
Reggie & Cindi Nash Claude Reeson Phil Hack 410-292-
Bill & Felicia Saddler Candice Shelton 3656 phackl26@gmail.com www
Igin&&JS%:ah Ssalya Barbara Sieck .chesapeakeaaca.org
(L5 ) AN LB Bob Stein
%\\I/I a.rlk&&N? u§ S;rang Ashley Stutz ___ 23-25 - Annual Grand
€1 arty sugermeyer James Woodall ¢34 Nationals - NB Center for
Radford & Margie Tillett = - ]
merican Automotive
Heritage, Allentown, PA.
2020 TRAACA CAR SHOW

The date, time, and site for 2020 Meet are set: September 19 at the Military Aviation Museum from 8am to 3 pm. This
year’s theme is the Evolution of America’s Corvette. We are working to assemble at least one example from each of the
67 model years of the Corvette, including the revolutionary 2020 mid-engined car. The Corvettes will form up and pa-
rade onto the show field at 11:00AM immediately after the National Anthem. Members of TRAACA who own Cor-
vettes will be invited to be part of this exhibit before any others.

The Meet is also inviting Clubs centered on specific Marques to display their cars en masse under their Clubs’ banners
on the North Field at the Aviation Museum.

Our intent is to continue to educate the public on the importance of the antique and collectible cars to the development
throughout the decades of private transportation. Every vehicle on the road today is the result of the design and construc-
tion of yesterday’s cars and motor vehicles. One of our greatest freedoms is the freedom of unchallenged mobility which
motorized vehicles provide. We celebrate that in conducting this Meet.
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Name That Car!

Quiz and photos by Mark McAlpine

ANSWERS: 1) 1958 Oldsmobile Super 88 Fiesta station wagon; 2) 1954 Buick Skylark
convertible; 3) 1958 Buick Roadmaster convertible; 4) 1955 Oldsmobile Series 98
Starfire convertible; 5) 1959 Dodge Custom Royal Lancer convertible; 6) 1958 Ford
Fairlane 500 Skyliner retractable hardtop; 7) 1959 Mercury Parklane convertible;
8) 1958 Chevrolet Impala convertible; 9) 1960 Lincoln Mk V convertible; 10) 1960
Edsel Ranger convertible; 11) 1959 Chevrolet Impala convertible; 12) 1966 Oldsmobile
Toronado Deluxe coupe; and 13) 1967 Pontiac Grand Prix convertible.

AACA
Calendar of
Events

http://www.aaca.org/Calendar/
aaca_calendar.html

JUNE 02020

Davis; WV CANCELLED

Beckley; WV CANCELLED
JULY 2020
8-11 2020 AACA Grand Nationals
Allentown, PA

Loek Haven,PA CANCELLED

AUGUST 2020
12-15 Eastern Divisional Tour
Eastern Shore of Maryland

20-22-AACA-SEFall Nationals
Elizabeth;IN CANCELLED

SEPTEMBER 2020

13-18 AAA Revival Glidden Tour®
Saratoga Springs, NY

OCTOBER 2020

7-10 AACA Eastern Fall Nationals
Hershey, PA Car Corral and

Flea Marker Cancelled Car Show

Pending

19-23 AACA Central Divisional Tour
Broken Arrow, OK

FEBRUARY 2021
11-13 AACA Annual Convention
Philadelphia, PA

MARCH 2021
17-20 AACA Special Dual Nationals
San Juan, Puerto Rico

APRIL 2021
8-10 AACA SE Spring Nationals
Concord, NC

20-23 AACA SE Divisional Tour
Central Florida

MAY 2021
6-8 AACA Central Spring Nat’ls
Auburn, IN

20-25 AACA Founders Tour
Davis, WV

JUNE 2021

17-19 AACA Eastern Spring Nat’ls
Saratoga Springs, NY

JULY 2021

11-16 AACA Vintage Tour
Lock Haven/Wellsboro, PA

22-24 AACA Grand Nationals
New Ulm, MN

AUGUST 2021
20-21 AACA Western Fall Nationals
Loveland, CO
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Doug Grosz and Ken Packard
traaca.mudfla mail.com

Well, I can’t believe another month has gone by al-
ready! This is the sixth issue that Doug and I have worked
on, and it really is enjoyable each month to take time to
revisit what our club has done and also to reflect on what
I’ve been able to enjoy in the hobby!

One upside of all of the time that we have on our hands
these days, at least for me, is the ability to do some more
Packard projects! [I swear, just because Doug and I own
Packards does NOT mean we are trying to turn the Mud-
flap into a Packard only publication!] I loved Bob Stein’s
article about “piddly” projects, but he’s lucky! In my ex-
perience, even the smallest project is never piddly—take
for example a recent one of mine. The brake lights had
stopped working, and I wanted to get this fixed before I
drove the car again. I assumed it was the brake light
switch, but [ wanted to verify before I spent the money
and time—especially since I don’t really like bleeding the
brakes! So, I found out that the light bulbs just had some
very light corrosion—voila, piddly Packard project
solved! Except, I also noticed that the weather stripping on
the tail light lenses was dry rotted. And one of the hous-
ings had some light surface rust.

Ok—so I found new weather stripping, and did some
de-rusting and painting. But then I decided to upgrade to
LED lights. And had to order two sets, because the white
bulbs were too bright, and “shined” through. And then I
decided to get some NOS tail light rings, because mine
were heavily oxidized. You can put NOS parts on an
HPOF car like mine, so I did. Good thing I had a source
too, because I cracked one! Lucky for me he had another.

On second thought, maybe the piddly project problem
is me! Sometimes I can’t leave well enough alone!

I have been able to use the time to my advantage as
well, and it brings me to the main point of this rambling
editorial—no matter what I do to my old car, I consider
myself a caretaker, and hope to leave the car better than I
found it! I don’t want to be the type of mechanic that
leaves future caretakers shaking their heads in disgust.

One of my goals for this spring was to improve the
driveability of my Packard—it just didn’t feel like a Pack-
ard should. One of the first things I did was jack up the
front end and inspect the king pins. It turns out they were
both shot. I happened to have a king pin rebuild kit on the
shelf, so I thought it would be a simple job. Boy, was I
ever wrong!

The king pins on these cars are not retained with a bolt,
but rather with a soft metal pin driven into a tapered hole
on the wheel spindle. Simple, right? Wrong. Someone had
decided to use a “Lincoln brand electric wrench” to put a
large mushroom of arc weld on the king pin retaining pin!
I don’t know if the unidentified mechanic had experience
with those pins working loose in the past, or was just a
belt and suspenders kind of guy, but I do know that in or-

19

der to get sufficient purchase to get the pin out, I ultimate-
ly had to remove the coil spring from that side of the car
so I could pull out the entire suspension linkage! Not what
I intended. A few curse words may have been uttered at
that point. It’s okay, I wanted to practice coil spring instal-
lation that weekend anyway.

I also discovered that someone, perhaps the same erst-
while wrench wielder, had stuffed the drivers shock with
grease, rather than 10W oil. Another call to my parts pro-
vider, and we were in business.

The other major project I was able to knock out was
getting the intake manifold replaced. The old manifold had
a stripped out bolt hole, so I could never get the intake and
exhaust to seal at the hot box junction. I took the oppor-
tunity while the manifolds were out to get them re-
surfaced. A necessary job that I had neglected in the past,
but what was promised in a week took closer to six! Beau-
tiful work, and glad I did it, but it kept me out of the flash
tour.

I guess that’s the silver lining of all of this—instead of
living with a few problems that I didn’t have time to fix
this winter, and get the car ready for Charlotte, | was able
to really dig into it and improve it a lot. It drives so much
better, and once I get the valves adjusted, I'm looking for-
ward to a lot of reliable touring miles this summer and fall,
and I can’t wait to share my experiences with other club
members about all the things I screwed up, and the mis-
takes I uncovered along the way. After all, isn’t that what
this hobby is all about?

I can’t wait to see you all again, and hope to see some
of you at Doumars in a few short weeks!

Be safe, and happy motoring. Kevw
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e : — RADIATORS ¢ HEATERS
N . . ¢ A/C CONDENSORS ¢

AL TEOSMEOLT VA E GAS TANKS

Appraisals - Inspections - Consultation We fix plastic radiator tanks
Serving Enthusiasts and Industry Since 1994

www.akornautomotive.com
Joe Formato, PE

1776 Virginia Beach Blvd.
Virginia Beach, VA 23454
(757) 437-7800

President www.beachradiator.com
757-319-6029 Virginia Beach, VA 23462 Glenn Davis—
aKorna@aol.com eeC! ountain
k | Beech Mountain, NC 28604 <X

Custom Home Designs, Inc.

Susan E. Bond
P.O. Box 2537
Chesapeake, VA 23327

Certified Professional Building Designer
American Institute of Building Design
(757) 557-0904
susanbond@cox.net

—y -_
../ N @ \/ | International Vehicle Appraisers Network
, , _
Bar-B-Que CEO//Certified Appraiser
Ice Cream {({BARBECUE))
| CURB SERVICE o
THAD DOUMAR = pdmé@i _“_;n_nrg
(757) 627-4163
Fax (757) 627-7511 1919 Monticello Avenue | | (757) 560-8683 I
Thad@Doumars.com Norfolk, Virginia 23517
\ .\/ \

% vl

Paul's
ustom

Phone: (757) 270-1198
I . Email: newpci1 @gmail.com
nteriors

www.newpci.com

Classic & Vintage Restorations
Specializing in Custom Automotive Upholstery For Over 35 Years

‘ - Mary Ellen Basnight
- 757-567-5500

SR

Call any time for an appointmgnt. __ *

COSMHIC
ORGUAEE Roser D. Pruiery, DDS. PC L &

DENI ‘\l CARE ey e S T e

2310 Virginia Beach Bivd., Suite 100 « Virginia Beach, VA 23454

[ st K

NP -~

e

PARKSIDE PROFESSIONAL CENTER
351 Edwin Drive e Suite 101
Virginia Beach, VA 23462
757-490-2017
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JOHNSBROTHERS
SECURITY"

Relieve Worries with Smart Security

Your local security expert since 1974, learn why

thousands of your neighbors have chosen

Johns Brothers Security.

Call 757-852-3300 for a free consultation

— @ ALARM.COM

ROVAL SILVER.
MANUFACTURING Co. Inc.

Quality Chrome Plating

SMITHFIELD
STATION

a\/\‘s‘)"\_/o

415 South Church Street

Whether it’s one part or the entire car ... for the finest copper,

nickel, chrome, and sliver plating or for refinishing of brass, Smithfield Vlrglnl a 23430
copper, and stainless steel . . . come to Royal Silver, where S
we’ve been providing quality plating since 1907. Phone 757-357-7700
Royal Silver Manufacturing Co. Inc. Fax 757-357-7638
3300 Chesapeake Blvd. www.smithfieldstation.com

Norfolk, VA 23513
(757) 855-6004
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Helping Business and Personal Client$ Since
138°S. Rose ont'Rd., Suite,20C
“D

757 498-1040
Charhe DawSon, EA
look i up youeed a new Accouttant o CPALY
Question 1: How much can my chﬂd ke !eamed {neom® ORIC

Dawson’s Accounting, Inc
V{ ach, VA#23452
fyour Accoutant or CPA cannot anve ol questions vithout B A
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Payroll and Book{e ing Se

IRS Probl&éesolutlon

Estates ané v
)
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INSURING YOUR VEHICLES
FOR OVER 50 YEARS

UNPARALLELED CLAIMS SERVICE
AGREED VALUE COVERAGE

EASE OF DOING BUSINESS

INSURANCE
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TRAACA The Mudflap

Doug Grosz/Ken Packard—Editors
c/o Dawson’s Accounting

138 S. Rosemont Rd, Suite 200
Virginia Beach, VA 23452

R,

3 - _ - 5 ~ —
A view from Bob Stein’s 1941 Packard 110 on the HVPR/TRAAC ‘Flash’ Tour!
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