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Check local.aaca.org/tidewater for 
the latest info on upcoming events!   

 

June 
4 TRAACA Board Meeting - 

6:30 PM (Wednesday)

Holiday Inn Norfolk Airport 
 

11 First Meeting of TCC  

 Chapter, 4:30-6:00 PM 

 TCC Regôl Auto Center 
 

19 TRAACA Dinner Meeting 

  6:00 PM Social Hour  

 7:00 PM Dinner 

 Holiday Inn Norfolk Airport 
 

21 Evening Tides Baseball 
Game 7:05 PM (Dinner 
before game at Surf Rider 

West Restaurantð4:30 PM) 
 

July 
1 TRAACA Board Meeting - 

6:30 PM (Tuesday)  

 Holiday Inn Norfolk Airport 
 

12 Ice Cream Social & Cruise- 

 In at TCC Chesapeake 
 

26 Tour of Jim Elliottôs garage 

 Scavenger Hunt / Barbecue  
 

August 
6 TRAACA Board Meeting -  

  6:30 PM (Wednesday)  

  Holiday Inn Norfolk Airport 
 

23 Garage Tours  

 (Details to be provided.) 
 

19 TRAACA Dinner Meeting 

 Holiday Inn Norfolk Airport 

CAUGHT IN THE HEADLIGHTSðMatt and Vickie Doscher in front of 

Mattôs restored 1965 Ford Mustang.  Read the story on page 5. 

Batter Up! 

 

Norfolk Tides GameðSat, 21 June! 

    bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǎŀȅǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƭƛƪŜ Ƙƻǘ ŘƻƎǎΣ 
ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŬǊŜǿƻǊƪǎΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ŝŀǘ 
ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŘƛƴƴŜǊΣ ōǳǘ Ƨƻƛƴ 
ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ¢w!!/! ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ 
ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ IŀǊōƻǊ tŀǊƪ ƛƴ bƻǊŦƻƭƪ ƻƴ 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ нм WǳƴŜΣ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ 
bƻǊŦƻƭƪ ¢ƛŘŜǎ ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ 
LƴŘƛŀƴǎΦ  όLǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ άaŀǊƛƴŜ /ƻǊǇǎ 
bƛƎƘǘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŬǊŜǿƻǊƪǎ 
ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΦύ 
    ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ŀǘ пΥол ta ŦƻǊ 
ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ǳǊŦ wƛŘŜǊ ²Ŝǎǘ 
wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ŀǘ тно bŜǿǘƻǿƴ wƻŀŘΣ 
bƻǊŦƻƭƪΣ ±!Σ норлнΦ  ό¢ƘŜƛǊ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ 
ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƛǎ трт-псм-спууΦύ  !ƊŜǊ 
ŘƛƴƴŜǊΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
bƻǊŦƻƭƪ ¢ƛŘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ Ǌŀƛƭ άbŜǿǘƻǿƴ 

{ǘŀǝƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ǊƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛŘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ Ǌŀƛƭ 
ǘǊŀƛƴ ǘƻ IŀǊōƻǊ tŀǊƪΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ 
¢w!!/! !ŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
Ƴŀƛƴ ƎŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŘƛǳƳ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǊ 
ǇǊŜ-ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ǝŎƪŜǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ 
ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ŀǘ тΥлр taΦ  !ƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ 
ŬǊŜǿƻǊƪǎΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛŘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ 
Ǌŀƛƭ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŜǿǘƻǿƴ {ǘŀǝƻƴ 
ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘΦ 
    LŦ ȅƻǳ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
5ƛŎƪ /ƘƛǇŎƘŀƪ ƴƻǿ ŀǘ όтртύ пфр-лммр 
ƻǊ Ŝ-Ƴŀƛƭ ƘƛƳ ŀǘ ŘŎƘƛǇŎƘŀƪϪŀƻƭΦŎƻƳ 
ǘƻ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǝŎƪŜǘǎΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
5ƛŎƪ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ 
ŀƴ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ŎƻǳƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǎŜŀǘǎ 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǇǊƛŎƛƴƎΦ 

TRAACA 

CALENDAR 

http://local.aaca.org/tidewater/
mailto:dchipchak@aol.com
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Summerôs coming like a car from down the highway.ò 

ˈ Sherman Alexie  

 

    As this yearôs Spring entertained us with a Blast, a 

Tour, and a Meet, our Summer promises us Baseball, a 

Great Race, Ice Cream, and a Garage Tour.  All of these 

TRAACA events will allow you to bring, show, and enjoy 

your antique vehicles with all of us.  What a wonderful 

time of the year to enjoy and share this hobby. 

 

    TRAACA members have been very active:   

 

    The Old Dominion Meet (as mentioned in this monthôs 

Mudflap and website) showed the significant contribution 

and attendance of TRAACA to this yearôs Richmond 

Meet, with our return from the meet with the Old 

Dominion Trophy.   Thanks to all, and congratulations to 

all of our clubôs winners at this yearôs event. 

 

    Our Tidwater Community College (TCC) Classic 

Car Club (TCCCCC) chapter is growing each month.  

Each TCC campus hosted an outing that allowed 

TRAACA and TCCCCC to promote our hobby and the 

From the 
Driverôs Seat 

Wes Neal 
TRAACA President 

social aspects of our club with a strong focus on the 

youth.  We will plan a joint Region and Chapter event 

soon at one of the TCC locations for us all to enjoy 

together.  

 

    For our Dinner this month on June 19th we are back at 

the Holiday Inn - Norfolk Airport, but we are planning 

something a little different in July to take advantage of the 

summerôs longer daylight, involving both the Chapter and 

Region, with the hope to get out more members and their 

antique vehicles.  Our clubôs committees for Dinners and 

Activities are working together on the details.  So stay 

tune for the announcement in our Mud Speck, Mudflap, 

website, and telephone call tree communications. 

 

    In this monthôs Mudflap you may have noticed some 

slight changes and additions, but one BIG change is Mark 

McAlpine is now our new Master Editor of our monthly 

newsletter with the June issue being his first.  Manyé

many thanks to Bob Stein for his focus, efforts and 

attention on the Mudflap for the past 1İ years.  As Bob 

steps away from the Mudflap, he will still continue to 

manage our website and weekly Mud Speck e-mail 

announcements.  As with Bob, Mark can also use your 

help on this important club monthly newsletter with your 

Contributions, Pictures, and Stories.  Please reach out to 

Mark with your support.  

 

    I look forward to seeing each of you at this summerôs 

club events.  Till thenðDrive Safe. 
 

Last Name Begins With: Designated Call Captain: 
AdðBoh  Dick Chipchak    495-0115 

BolðCic Frank Waldner   430-2770 

CobðEa Barbara Talley    421-7534 

EbðGra Scott Davies    312-8032 

GreðHowa Rhonda Russell    471-4031 

HowiðKni Alan Ives    547-2234 

KocðMca Viator Trudeau    547-3940 

MccðNor Melanie Kordis    301-9959 

OkoðPen Carol Avenson    549-1008 

PinðSta Becky Woodall    482-3386 

SteðTil Leslie Scarpelli    249-8617 

TreðWor Jane Cutright      479-4302 

Call Captain's Corner 
Calling Tree Chief Captain:  Margie Ives 

(757) 547-2234 

THE MUDFLAP is the newsletter for the Tidewater Region of 

the Antique Automobile Club of America, published monthly.   

Editor:  Bob Stein 

7500 Pennington Road  Norfolk VA 23505 

757-588-6200/Email: posti@aol.com 

 

2014 TRAACA Officers & Board 
President - Wes Neal:  wes.neal@cox.net 

Vice President - Jim Villers:  190sljim@cox.net 

Secretary - Melanie Kordis 

Treasurer - Chris (Kit) Lawrence 

Board - Tyler Gimbert 

Board - Marion McAlpine 

Board - Skip Patnode 

Board - Tim Russell 

President Emeritus - Bob Stein 

 

Visit us on the Internet at:  

local.aaca.org/tidewater! 

Permission is granted to other AACA groups to reprint articles from this newsletter (except copyrighted material) if credit is given 

to the author and newsletter.  Permission is NOT granted for Internet publishing without preapproval. 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4174.Sherman_Alexie
http://local.aaca.org/tidewater/


3 

 THE MUDFLAP June 2014 

From the Running Board 
May 6, 2014 TRAACA Board Meeting Minutes 

 

The TRAACA board meeting was called to order at 

6:35 PM.  Board members present: Jim Villers Kit 

Lawrence, Tim Russell, Tyler Gimbert, M. McAlpine.   
 

The treasurer's report was distributed by e-mail and 

approved. 
 

Youth Chapter:  Bob Parish discussed progress of the 

youth chapter at Tidewater Community College (TCC); 

18 members have joined thus far.  The next event will 

be at the Chesapeake campus on May 21 at 5:00 PM 

and then later that evening at the TCC Chesapeake Au-

to Center. 
 

Mudflap: Mark McAlpine, the new editor of the 

"Mudflap" discussed his progress at soliciting new ma-

terial for the newsletter and talked about his plans for 

his first edition.  The board will research and resolve 

advertising invoicing and payment issues. 
 

Activities:  Tim Russell stated that the Activities Com-

mittee will meet tomorrow evening to finalize a number 

of club events:  June 21ðTides Game; July 26ðIce 

Cream Social; October 25ðChili Cook-Off; Nov 7-

9ðFall Tour.  The committee is also discussing several 

other activity ideas. 
 

Restaurant Report:  Larry Printz will be the speaker 

at the May 15 dinner meeting.  With Larry leaving the 

Virginia Pilot, he will now be able to become a mem-

ber of TRAACA.  The board agreed by consensus to 

award Larry Printz a one-year free TRAACA member-

ship.  Bob Parrish will provide Larry a one-year free 

AACA membership. 
 

It is the policy of the board that all members will be 

welcome to all dinner meetings.  Members on occasion 

have been told that they could not attend a meeting be-

cause they had not made reservations in time.  Reserva-

tions are needed to properly plan for each dinner meet-

C  O  N  T  E  N  T  S 
Article                                                                                 Page 
From the Driverôs Seat - Wes Neal ................................2 
From the Running Board - Melanie Kordis ....................3 
TCC Classic Car Club - Tyler Gimbert...........................4 
Caught in the Headlights - Matt Doscher .......................5 
TRAACA Square Car Tour - Bob Stein...................... 6-7 
Still Collecting Stuff  - Auto Postcards - Terry Bond .  8-9 
Mustang 50th Anniversary Celebration - M. Doscher . 10 
LCpl Cody S. Childers Car Show - Sam Kern ............ 11 
2014 ODMA Meet - Bob Stein  .............................. 12-13 
Ladies & Gentlemen-Start Your Engines - Sandy Hall.14 
TRAACA Membersô Page ...................................... 15-16 
Down the RoadðRegional & Local Car Calendar.  .... 17 
Williamsburg GOF - Bob Stein  ................................... 18 
Editorôs Corner - Mark McAlpine ................................. 19 

ing and members who make reservations are committed 

to attend or pay for the meal if the club is charged for the 

meal.  The club will welcome every member at all dinner 

meetings.  
 

Old Business:  None 
 

New Business: The club received a donation solicitation 

from the AACA Museum to add a brick to the Tucker 

Brick Memorial Garden.  Kit Lawrence moved that the 

club donate $250 to the museum and have the club name 

and logo inscribed on the brick.  Mark McAlpine second-

ed the motion and it was unanimously passed. 
 

Bob Parrish asked that the club provide a letter to AACA 

officially disbanding the Nuts & Bolts Chapter.  VP Jim 

Villers will prepare a letter for the President's signature. 
 

Meet Activity:  

¶ 2015 AACA Eastern Spring Meet: the meet checking 

account was established at Towne Bank.   

¶ ODMA:  115 cars registered.  
 

The board meeting was adjourned at 7:07 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted by 

 Jim Villers 

TRAACA VP 

 

JUNE DINNER MEETING 
 

The June dinner meeting is at the Holiday InnðNorfolk 

Airport on Thursday, June 19th.  Mark McAlpine is our 

guest speaker and will be giving a presentation on the 

Auburn Cord Duesenberg Museum.  Social hour begins 

at 6:00 PM; dinner begins at 7:00 PM.  Bon appetit! 

 

Holiday InnðNorfolk Airport 

1570 N Military Hwy, Norfolk, VA  23502 

 

DEATH OF PAST  
AACA PRESIDENT  
DAVID L. ZIMMERMAN 

 

It is with deep regret that we announce the death of past 

AACA President (2005) David L. Zimmerman on 

Wednesday, May 28th.  Dave was a great guy and a 

good friend of the TRAACA.  Our sincere condolences 

go out to Daveôs wife Brenda and his family. 

http://local.aaca.org/tidewater/
http://local.aaca.org/tidewater/
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AACA 

Calendar of 

Events 
http://www.aaca.org/

Calendar/aaca_calendar.html 

 

June 2014 
12-14 Grand National/Southeast 

 Fall Dual Meet  

 Lebanon, TN  

 

15-21 Reliability Tour 

 Lancaster, PA 

 

26-28 Central Spring Meet 

 Lincoln, NE 
 

July 2014 
31-  Central Fall Meet 

1 Aug Oconomowoc, WI 
 

September 2014 
8-12 Sentimental Tour  

 ME / NH / MA 

 

18-20  Western Fall Meet 

 Big Sky, MT 

 

21-26 Glidden Tour 

 Defiance, OH 
 

October 2014  
8-11 Eastern Fall Meet 

 Hershey, PA 

 

20-24 Founders Tour 

 NJ 
 

February 2015  
12-14 AACA Annual Meeting 

 Philadelphia, PA 
 

March 2015  
6-8 AACA Winter Meet 

 San Juan, Puerto Rico 

 

26-28 AACA Western Spring 

Meet & Grand National 

 Tucson, AZ 
 

April 2015  
9-12 AACA SE Spring Meet 

 Charlotte, NC 

 

30- AACA Eastern Spring 

2 May Meet, Virginia Beach, VA 

Tidewater Community College Classic 

Car Club (TRAACAôs new Chapter) 
Story and photos by Tyler Gimbert. 

 

    First, I would like to thank everyone who helped participate in the Tide-

water Community College (TCC) Student Chapter recruitment program on 

Wednesday, May 21st.   

    Our day began with an outstanding display of fine antique automobiles 

ranging from a square Ford 

Model T to a curvy Chevrolet 

Corvette.  TRAACA members 

who participated in the event 

included: Tyler Gimbert & 

Dan Ciccone (1924 Ford 

Model T), Dewey Milligan 

(1930 Ford Model A), Sue 

Bond (1948 MG TC), Neil  

Sugermeyer  (1965 Rambler 

Classic 770 convertible), Bill 

& Linda Treadwell (1969 Chevy Camaro convertible), Mickey & Toni 

McChesney (1965 Chevrolet Impala Super Sport convertible), Richard  

Hall (1973 MGB GT), Viator Trudeau (1974 Cadillac Eldorado converti-

ble), Scott Davies (1972 Chevrolet Corvette), Bob & Dot Parrish  (1978 

Chevrolet Corvette), Skip Patnode (1967 Alfa Romeo Duetto), Mark & 

Marion McAlpine, Wes Neal, and Melanie Kordis.   

    The TRAACA members 

gathered in front of the new 

Student Center at TCCôs Ches-

apeake Campus with the idea 

of teaching a younger genera-

tion a thing or two about an-

tique automobiles.  We suc-

cessfully recruited three new 

students to the chapter that 

morning. Afterward, the group 

went to Carrabba's Italian Grill 

for a much needed lunch.  We 

socialized until about 4:30 

PM, and then headed over to TCCôs new Regional Automotive Center 

(RAC) for a tour of the facility.  As we gazed upon their latest gadgets, the 

students got to see what our club was all about:  antique cars!!  Following 

the tour, both members and students gathered for soda and pizza, and 

shared their latest projects and interests.   

    By the end of the day, we 

had a total of eleven students 

signed up, which gives us a 

grand total of 30 students in 

the TCC Classic Car Club.  

Our recruitment day turned out 

to be a great success and I look 

forward to more.  

    NOTE:  The first meeting 

of the TCC Chapter is on 

Wednesday, June 11th, 4:30-

6:00 PM at the TCC RAC. 

TRAACA cars in front of TCC Student Center 

TRAACA cars at TCC Regional Auto Center 

Scott Daviesô Corvette & Sue Bondôs MG 

http://www.aaca.org/Calendar/aaca_calendar.html
http://www.aaca.org/Calendar/aaca_calendar.html
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I purchased my Mustang on September 25, 1998, out of 

the Auto Trader used car magazine in Charleston, South 

Carolina.  My father and I thought it would be neat to 

have an older car to enjoy working on together and to 

have fun driving it around.  Prior to buying my Mustang I 

didnôt know anything about them as far as what the VIN 

(vehicle identification number) meant, where to look for 

rust, problem areas to be aware of, and so on.  All I knew 

at the time was that the Mustang looked good with its 

bright red paint and shiny chrome bumpers and wheels; it 

ran good; and it was advertised as an older restoration.  

Over the next several months my father and I replaced the 

fuel tank, tail lights, trunk matting, and various other 

components.  I soon discovered that the driverôs door had 

been replaced sometime in the carôs past with a 1965 con-

vertible door and that the door data plate was not 

switched from the original door to the replacement door.  

Because of this, a lot of my Mustangôs vital information 

was lost and will never be known such as its scheduled 

build date, the District Sales Office where my Mustang 

was shipped to after assembly, and its original interior 

trim/color combination.  After referencing the Mustang 

Production Guide Volume 1, 1964İï1966, by Jim Smart 

and Jim Haskell, and comparing my Mustangôs VIN to 

others in the Guide, I can safely estimate that my Mus-

tang was assembled on January 11, 1965, at Fordôs Dear-

born Assembly Plant in Dearborn, Michigan.  My Mus-

tang left the assembly line with a 289 cid V-8 engine with 

2-barrel carburetor, automatic transmission, painted in 

Vintage Burgundy, andðmy best guessða standard 

black vinyl interior.  I have been able to trace my carôs 

history back to 1982 when it was registered to an indi-

vidual in Massachusetts.  My Mustang underwent a full 

rotisserie restoration from September 2009ïJanuary 

2011 by Legendary Motorcar Company in Ontario, Can-

ada.  It is now painted a period-correct Caspian Blue 

and has period-correct Palomino vinyl interior.  I enjoy 

driving and showing my Mustang and talking with other 

owners at the various shows and cruise-ins in the local 

area.  Some of my Mustangôs most notable awards in-

clude:  my first show trophy at the 1998 Fall Festival 

Car Show in Charleston, SC; Kidôs Choice & Best Ford 

Memories in Motion Car Show 1999 Charleston, SC; 

Participant Award at the Mustang Club of Americaôs 

25th Anniversary Show Commerce, GA; Best Classic 

Ford Motor Company product at the 2011 Virginia Fall 

Classic; Best 1960s entry and Public Choice Award 

Monitor Lodge Car Show 2012; 3rd Place award at the 

Richmond Region AACA Car Show in June 2012; Best 

Paint, Best Interior, Youth Choice and Best in Show at 

the Monitor Lodge Car Show 2013; 2nd Place at the 

TRAACA Wings & Wheels show in September 2013; 

and Participant Award at the Mustangôs 50th Birthday 

Celebration in Charlotte, NC, in April 2014.  My ulti-

mate goal now is to take the Mustang through AACA 

Class Judging to obtain its Senior Award and grille me-

dallion! 

Caught in the HeadlightsðTRAACA Members & Their Cars 

Mattôs Doscherôs 1965 Ford Mustang Coupe 
Story and photos by Matt Doscher 

Matt Doscher and his 1965 Ford Mustang coupe in 1998 

Interior of Mattôs 1965 Ford Mustang coupe 
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    Birds are singing, flowers are blooming, and GPS sales are 

upïall signs that once again, the time has come to get lost with 

Bill and Ken!  Bill Wilcox and Ken Talley, that is, planners for 

this year's Annual Square Car Tour.  

    We made a major move from the previous events in Chesa-

peake, gathering this year at Mark and Marion McAlpine's 

home in Suffolk.  Great weather encouraged strong participa-

tion, and we had  22 vehicles and more than 40 people show up 

to socialize and munch cookies, chips and salsa, and other 

goodies.  The oldest car this year was Scott Davies and Holly 

Forestersô 1935 Chevrolet coupe, while the newest ñantiqueò 

was Tyler Gimbert's 1988 Corvette, also carrying Tylerôs mom 

Zida.  (Note:  Tyler drove the oldest car at last yearôs Square 

Car Tourðhis 1924 Ford Model T).  

    Once everyone had filled up on goodies, it was time to get 

lost with Bill and Ken.  After a couple of tours around the 

neighborhood, we were off.  We worked our way out of Suffolk 

and were soon on country roads that were new to everyone but 

our leaders.  (There is a rumor that a few of the roads were new 

even to them, but not everyone had directions to keep tabs.)  

    The first half of the tour was uneventful, but despite perfect 

weather we ended up at a pretty dismal location for our stopð

the Dismal Swamp, actuallyða place with a long gravel road 

so magical it turned some black cars white and left others al-

most spotless!  The rest stop did have toilets, with ñLatrine 

Queenò Barbara Talley maintaining order and doling out toilet 

paper and hand cleaner.  

    A fair number of the group took advantage of elevated trails 

which led into the swamp 3/4 of a mile.  At the far end, hidden 

deep in the swamp, Melanie Kordis gave some yoga lessons to 

anyone willing to participate.  Relieved and stretched, we con-

tinued on the second half of the tour, which led from Virginia 

into North Carolina, back into Virginia, back into North Caroli-

na, back into Virginia, and finally to Doris and Rodger's Kitch-

en in Gates County, North Carolina.  

    As usual for our club, we started the event with food and 

ended it with food.  Return was on your own, so we all bade 

farewell and hit the road for home.  Many thanks to Ken, Bill, 

and the McAlpines for making this great event possible. 

    TRAACA participants in this yearôs Square Car Tour includ-

ed Bob Stein in his 1937 Pontiac Deluxe 6, Bill Wilcox and 

Melanie Kordis in Billôs 1941 Lincoln Continental, Sue and 

Terry Bond in their 1948 MG TC, Wes Neal & Jim Villers in 

Wesôs 1949 Jeepster, Frank Lagana & Dan Ciccone in Frankôs 

1950 Chevrolet 2-dr Deluxe, Dewey & Maxine Milligan and 

Wayne & Carol Milligan in Deweyôs 1953 Ford, Tony & Leslie 

Scarpelli in their 1956 Chrysler New Yorker,  Neil & Marty 

Sugermeyer in their 1965 Rambler Classic 770 convertible, 

Matt & Vickie Doscher in their 1965 Mercury Comet converti-

ble, Skip Patnode in his 1967 Alfa Romeo Duetto convertible, 

Tim & Rhonda Russell in their 1969 Chevrolet Chevelle Super 

Sport convertible, hosts Mark & Marion McAlpine in their 

1970 Chevrolet Chevelle Super Sport, Ken & Barbara Talley in 

their 1970 Cadillac Eldorado convertible, Richard & Sandy 

TRAACA Square Car TourðMay 4, 2014 
By Bob Stein.  Photos by Bob Stein and Mark McAlpine 

Hall in their 1973 MG MGB-GT, Viator Trudeau in his 1974 

Cadillac Eldorado convertible, Bob & Dot Parrish in their 

1978 Ford Thunderbird, Mickey & Toni McChesney in their 

1984 Oldsmobile Delta 88, Robert & Mark Hiby in their 1985 

Toyota Supra, and Bill Coburn in his 1985 Chevrolet Camaro.      

Sue Bond instructing some future TRAACA members 

TRAACA members rendezvousing at the McAlpineôs house 

Drivers attend the safety prebriefing 
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TRAACA members refueling before heading home. 

TRAACA President Wes Neal in the lead 

Pit stop in the Great Dismal Swamp, Virginia 

TRAACA members recovering from mosquito attacks after 

hiking into the Great Dismal Swamp 

TRAACA cars outside  Doris & Rogerôs Kitchen Restaurant 

Matt & Vickie Doscher in Vickieôs 1965 Mercury Comet 
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 One day while wandering through an antique market in 

Edinburgh, Scotland, I accidentally discovered another 

collection.  I was waiting for Sue to catch up with me and 

found I was standing in front of an antique postcard deal-

erôs booth.  Right there at my fingertips was a whole sec-

tion of his inventory labeled Automobiles.  I bought all of 

them! 

    The instant col-

lection contained a 

variety of every type 

you could imagine.  

There were funny 

cards poking fun at 

early motoring and 

motorists; there 

were real photos of 

early cars.  There 

were cards advertis-

ing tires and automobiles themselves.  There were even a 

few picture postcards of early garages. 

    I was hooked.  Susan was pleased because they were 

cheap.  It was a mix of American, British, French and 

German cards that had been the way people communicat-

ed in the early 1900s.   

    That was the era of my fascination with the automo-

bileðthe beginning, when the car was a novelty.  Three 

thousand cards later I guess I have a serious collectionð

eight binders full and still finding more. 

    Deltiology is the official name for postcard collecting.  

While the postcard itself goes back to 1869, weôll concen-

trate on post-1898 examples, as thatôs about when we 

begin to see automobiles on them.   

    In this country, 

until 1907 cards 

were called un-

divided back or 

UDB.  There was no 

line down the back 

dividing address 

and message.  That 

entire side was used 

to address them, 

and it was actually illegal to write a message on that side.  

Messages were written on front of the card, right over any 

images or artwork on them.  Later, some blank space was 

included on the front for messages.  

    In 1902 England began allowing a divided back card 

(DB).  In 1904 France began using them, then Germany 

in 1905.  After 1907, the USA saw common use of divid-

ed back cards that included space on the back for a now-

legal message.  Real photo cards began to appear in about 

1906, thanks to innovation from Eastman Kodak. 

    The era between 1907 and about 1915 is known as the 

Golden Age.  Many of the finest cards come from this era 

and were printed 

in France and Ger-

many.  WWI how-

ever soon changed 

all that, and from 

the war years on, 

the lesser quality 

cards printed in 

England and the 

USA became 

common.  The hey-day of German and French postcard 

production with their boldly embossed artwork was over.   

    Production advances ushered in the Linen card era 

starting as early as 1930.  High rag content in the cards 

gave a linen-like appearance to them.  

    Chrome, or, more technically, ñphoto-chromeò cards 

were actually first introduced by the Union Oil Company 

in 1939, for sale at their service stations.  Thus, began the 

modern era of mainly ñSouvenirò type cards that depicted 

motels, gas stations or tourist stops along the way.  The 

postcard had graduated from a method of actually com-

municating to just a memento of oneôs visit on the road to 

somewhere. 

    While reading other peopleôs mail can be interesting, 

itôs the automobile image itself that strikes my fancy. 

    There are many categories.  Advertising for early cars 

or products can be a theme, but be prepared to pay top 

dollar for early examples.  You will also compete with 

collectors that specialize in car or product specific adver-

tising-gas and oil company-related material for example. 

    I love early motoring humor postcards, and many of 

them are very historic indeed.  You often find them is-

sued in a series of six or more different cards, all showing 

the same cars & people in different humorous motoring- 

related situations.  These were either done as cartoons or 

using real colored photos of cars. 

    Real photo cards are fascinating.  If you got a new car, 

or were lucky 

enough to own one 

at all, you could 

take a photo of the 

whole family and 

have it reprinted as 

a postcard to send   

to friends and fam-

ily flaunting your 

new toy.   

Still Collecting 
Stuff  

Automotive 
Postcards 

(Reading other peopleôs 
mail) 

By Terry Bond 

Early photo-type postcard of garage 

Early photo-type postcard of 1905 Buick 

Early motoring scene on artist postcard 

Advertising postcard for 1911 Auburn 
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    There are also street scenes showing cars, but unless the 

car is the main theme, they are less interesting to me.  

Both of these last two categories present an interesting 

challenge to collectorsðidentifying the vehicles! 

    Art-type cards are like miniature oil paintings.  Pretty 

ladies in fancy cars are always going to command top 

prices, especially if the artwork bears the facsimile signa-

ture of a famous artist. 

    Fantasy and novelty cards are quite interesting, often 

showing the car as an allegorical image.  Youôll also find 

a number of holiday-themed cards showing Santa driving 

a car, the Easter bunny driving his egg-shaped car, or even 

Father Time driving in the new year.  

    Automobile factories, gas stations, even car-specific 

humor (e.g., jokes about the Model T Ford) offer endless 

collecting opportunities. 

 

    Cards of course were produced from larger ñmasterò 

works of art.  They can be miniature versions of car ad-

vertising posters and prints, or small versions of actual 

prints, lithographs and paintings depicting motoring 

scenes.  Iôve been fortunate enough to have discovered 

some of the original artwork for cards in my collection, 

and the images being used in other forms as well.   

    Valued anywhere from a buck to hundreds of dollars 

for rare examples, postcard collecting opens a whole new 

world of possibilities.  As always, condition is vital in 

determining value.  Many e-mailed examples are still 

around, 

    Happy collecting, and enjoy the pictures. 

 

Santa driving on an early postcard Card making fun of early motorists Valentine postcard 

Early humor; circa 1904 German postcard Early race advertising postcard 
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My wife Vickie and I drove our 1965 Ford Mustang 

coupe to Concord, North Carolina, to participate in a 

once-in-a-lifetime eventðthe Mustangôs 50th birthday 

celebration held on April 16-20, 2014, at the famous 

Charlotte Motor Speedway.  (The other official celebra-

tion was held the same days in Las Vegas.)  We left our 

home early on Thursday morning, April 16th, and arrived 

at the host hotel in Concord to pick up our registration 

packet and head to the track.  We chose to park in the 

racetrackôs infield, driving through the backstretch tunnel 

underneath the racing surface and into the infield.  We 

were parked in Turn 3ôs grassy surface and walked 

through the infield, across pit road and the front stretch 

and found our seats facing the front stretch and pit road.  

We were seated with time to spare before the opening 

ceremonies kicked off around 11 AM.  Several of Fordôs 

top brass spoke during the opening ceremony including 

Mark Fields, Chief Operating Officer of Ford Motor 

Company, and Henry Ford III, Sales Zone Manager, Ford 

Motor Company.  Ford Motor Company executives also 

introduced the 2014 Mustang Club of America special 

edition Mustang.  This special edition, limited production 

Mustang commemorates the 50th year of the Mustang 

and only 1,964 will be built to coincide with the year the 

Mustang was introduced to the public.  Gale Halderman, 

Stylist/Design Chief of the 1965 Mustang, gave several 

presentations and held Q&A sessions during the 50th 

Celebration.  Thursday and Friday had good weather, 

which brought out tons of spectators and participants 

alike.  I never heard what the final participant count was 

for Charlotte, but I do know that what infield space was 

left was filled with Mustangs of all years.  The remain-

der of the infield area was filled with vendor spaces.  

They also had open track where participants that regis-

tered and met safety requirements could drive on the 

track and infield road course; speed was monitored to 

prevent any unsafe conditions.  There was a small swap 

meet area set up outside the track behind Turn 3 for 

those looking for used or NOS (new old stock) parts for 

their projects.  The main parking lot area outside the 

track featured organized parking for Mustang clubs that 

registered to be parked there.  The Yellow Mustang 

Registry, Mustang Club of Brazil, and several members 

from the Canadian Mustang Club had their Mustangôs 

parked here.  The main walkway leading into the main 

entrance of the track was reserved for the original own-

ers group; those owners who bought their 1964İ-1973 

Mustangs when new and remain their sole owner to this 

day.  There were at least 15 owners in this group.  What 

I found most interesting was the black 1964İ converti-

ble with a red interior on display in the Media Center.  

This convertible is a survivor from the 1964 New York 

Worldôs Fair and was used on the Magic Skyway con-

veyor belt system transporting thousands of visitors 

through the Magic Skyway.  I could see how worn out 

the carpeting and vinyl seats were and could picture all 

those visitors climbing in and out of that Mustang.  Fri-

day evening featured a caravan drive from the Speed-

way to nearby Kannapolis.  Although we didnôt partici-

pate, we heard that as the first Mustangs were entering 

Kannapolis there were still Mustangs waiting to depart 

the Speedwayðover 800 carsð12 continuous miles of 

Mustangs!  The weather took a turn for the worse on 

Saturday and it rained all day.  Vickie and I decided to 

rent a storage facility Friday evening to keep our Mus-

tang out of the weather.  This provided an excellent op-

portunity for us to check out the local antique malls in 

the Concord area.  (We definitely recommend the White 

Owl Antique Mall and The Depot at Gibson Millð

quality antiques, nice folks, and fair prices.)  Sunday 

morning came too soon, and it was time to leave and 

head for home.  Vickie and I had a great time at the 

Mustangôs 50th Birthday Celebration, and we are look-

ing forward to the 55th! 

Mustang 50th Anniversary Celebration  

Story by Matt Doscher 

Mustang 50th Anniversary Celebration at the Charlotte Motor 

Speedway (photo credit:  CMS/Jonathan Coleman) 


