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Check traaca.com/calendar.htm for 
the latest info on upcoming events!   
 

JANUARY 2018  
12 TRAACA Board Meeting 
 6:30 PM (Friday) 
 Holiday InnðNorfolk Airport 
 

13 TRAACA Tour of Chrysler 
 Museum Exhibits and Lunch 
 Norfolk, VA 
 

20 TRAACA Annual Awards 
 Banquet & Board Induction 
 5:00 PM (Saturday)  
 Holiday InnðNorfolk Airport 
 

FEBRUARY 2018  
2 TRAACA Board Meeting 
 6:30 PM (Friday) 
 Holiday InnðNorfolk Airport  
 

15 TRAACA Dinner Meeting 
 Holiday InnðNorfolk Airport 
 

24 TRAACA Dinner & Theater 
 ñHarveyò Smithfield Little 
 Theater, Smithfield, VA 
 

MARCH 2018  
4 TRAACA Dinner & Theater 
 ñHound of the Baskervillesò 
 Wells Theater, Norfolk, VA 
 

9 TRAACA Board Meeting 
 6:30 PM (Friday) 
 Holiday InnðNorfolk Airport 
 

10 TRAACA Annual Swap Meet 
 Military Aviation Museum 
 Virginia Beach, VA 
 

15 TRAACA Dinner Meeting 
 Holiday InnðNorfolk Airport 
 

APRIL 2018  
13 TRAACA Board Meeting 
 6:30 PM (Friday) 
 Holiday InnðNorfolk Airport 
 

14 Lantern Asia Display 
 Norfolk Botanical Gardens 
 Norfolk, VA   

19 TRAACA Dinner Meeting 
 Holiday InnðNorfolk Airport 
 

28 ODMA Old Dominion Meet 

TRAACA 
CALENDAR 

    Mark your calendars for Saturday, 
January 13th, and get ready to view some 
beautiful Lalique glass pieces (including 
hood mascots) and explore the history of 
the NASA Langley Research Center when 
the TRAACA visits the Chrysler Museum 
(One Memorial Place, Norfolk, VA  
23510) for our first activity of the year.  
After enjoying the exhibits at the Chrysler 
Museum, the group will have lunch at the 
Freemason Abbey in Norfolk.   
    The first exhibit we will enjoy is the 
Reneô Lalique: Enchanted by Glass 
display.  Per the Chrysler Museumôs 
website, Lalique ñTrained as a jewelry 
designer in the Art Nouveau styleò and  
ñfreelanced for Cartier and Boucheron 
before opening his own shop in 1885.ò  
Over the years Laliqueôs creativity with 
glass covered Art Nouveau and Art Deco 
styles.  His work included jewelry, 
medallions, bottles, lamps, clocks, and (for 
all of us car lovers) automobile mascots. 
    Once we have perused the Lalique 
collection, we will enjoy the Picturing 
Innovations: The First 100 Years at NASA 
Langley Research Center exhibit, 

consisting of 100 photos depicting ñmany 
of Langleyôs pioneering innovationsò over 
the last 100 years, ranging from pilots 
testing experimental planes to the 
preparations for the first moon landing.   
    Club members will enjoy both exhibits 
at their own leisure.  The plan is to leave 
the Chrysler Museum around 12:30 PM for 
lunch at the Freemason Abbey restaurant 
conveniently located near the Chrysler 
Museum.  The restaurant serves a variety 
of American food for lunch at reasonable 
prices, and free parking is available on site.   
    So, plan to start off the year with your 
fellow TRAACA members at the first 
TRAACA activity of 2018.  Come enjoy 
good food and good fun with some good 
friends.   
WHEN:     10 AM, Saturday, Jan 13, 2018 
WHERE:  Chrysler Museum, Norfolk, VA  
FOLLOWED BY LUNCH:  ~1:00 PM 
WHERE:  Freemason Abbey restaurant 
                   209 W. Freemason Street 
                   Norfolk, VA  23510  
SIGN UP:  RSVP by Tuesday, January 9, 
by contacting Marion McAlpine at 
mmmcalpine05@msn.com or 967-0074. 

TRAACA Tour of the Chrysler 
MuseumðRen® Lalique 
Saturday, January 13, 2018 

CAUGHT IN THE HEADLIGHTSðMarie & John Gancel with their 
1968 Chevrolet Caprice.  Read the story on Page 12. 

http://local.aaca.org/tidewater/
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Mark Mc  

comes to cars, we share a love of old cars.  We have a number of 
people who are willing to step up and help out, whether itôs 
serving on the Board of Directors, organizing activities for us to 
enjoy, chairing our major events, maintaining whatôs arguably 
the best and most up-to-date regional website in the AACA, 
publishing our newsletter, updating and maintaining our 
membership data base & roster, volunteering to help at our 
activities, and informing us about our fellow membersô well-
being via the Sunshine report, etc.  Most importantly, we have 
members who are fun to be around and interesting to talk with. 
    Personally, Marion & I didnôt accomplish as much as we 
hoped to do this past year.  I retired my from job at the end of 
December (Iôm on terminal leave and officially retire the end of 
February).  It was a hard decision because I enjoyed my job (and 
pay), but being a geographic bachelor commuting to and from 
Washington, DC, every weekend got to be too painful.  I also 
finally took to heart friendsô advice that life is short and you 
need to drop out of the rat race at some point in order to enjoy 
life.  I also realized, to quote John Fogerty, that ñsomeday never 
comes.ò  Iôve known too many people who put things off with 
the rationalization that theyôd take that special vacation, finish 
restoring that favorite car, or move to their dream home in a year 
or twoðthen a family crisis or health emergency happened, and 
they were never able to do it.  As difficult as it was, I finally 
pulled the ejection seat handles and decided spending more time 
with Marion and our friends was more important than working.  
(Of course, we may be eating dog food in a year or two when 
the money runs out, but Iôm pretty confident we can at least 
afford Alpo Prime Cuts.) 
    This year, our personal goals (Marionôs & mine) are to sell 
our large house and buy a smaller house with a bigger garage 
(and a lift!), then purchase another antique car or two (or three).  
It will be hard because there are so many great cars to choose 
from.  We have a list of about 30 cars weôd love to have join the 
Chevelle; it will come down to the whatôs available in the best 
condition for the best deal at the right time.  Iôm looking forward 
to it, and canôt wait to see what car we obtain first. 
    So, the quote from John Lennon again: 
    A very merry Christmas, 
    and a happy new year. 
    Letôs hope itôs a good one, 
    without any fear. 
 

Permission is granted to other AACA groups to reprint    
articles from this newsletter (except copyrighted material) 
if credit is given to the author & newsletter. Permission is 
NOT granted for Internet publishing without preapproval. 

THE MUDFLAP is the newsletter for the Tidewater Region of the 
Antique Automobile Club of America, and is published monthly.   

Editors:  Mark & Marion McAlpine 
3117 Summerhouse Dr, Suffolk, VA  23435 

(757) 967-0074 / E-mail:  mmmcalpine05@msn.com 

 

2017 TRAACA Officers & Board 
 

President - Mark McAlpine:  
mmmcalpine05@msn.com 
Vice President - Matt Doscher:  

vlw78@hotmail.com 
Secretary - Vickie Doscher 
Treasurer - Charlie Dawson 
Board - Jerry Adams 
Board - Scott Davies 
Board - Wayne Milligan 
Board - Bill Treadwell 

President Emeritus - Jim Villers 
 

Visit the TRAACA on the Internet at:  
www.traaca.com  

From the Driverôs Seat 
Mark McAlpine 
TRAACA President 

mmmcalpine05@msn.com 
(757) 967-0074 

    So, this is Christmas . . . 
    and what have you done? 
    Another year over, 
    and a new one just begun. 

From Happy Christmas (War is Over) by John Lennon 
 

    Itôs that time of year again.  Another year has flown by, and 
the week between Christmas and New Yearôs Day is a chance to 
reflect on what happened and what I accomplished over the past 
twelve months.  As to the former:  a lot happened.  As to the 
former:  not nearly as much as I wanted.  However, like it or not, 
another year is over and a new one is beginning. 
    Our club accomplished quite a lot this past year.  We held 
another successful Swap Meet, hosted the Old Dominion Meet 
Associationôs annual Old Dominion Meet at The Founders Inn, 
held our 44th Annual Meet, and conducted a number of driving 
tours and fun activities.  My sincere thanks to everyone who 
planned, led, and volunteered at these eventsðwe couldnôt have 
held and enjoyed them without your efforts and contributions.   
    Your Board also accomplished some things last year.  The 
highlights include reviewing and revising the clubôs bylaws (for 
the first time in 8 years), with the major change being that weôve 
waived regional membership fees for anyone who has been a 
paid member for 40 or more years.  (You still have to pay your 
AACA dues.)  We established a ride-sharing program for 
members who need (or just want to share) a ride to dinner 
meetings & other club activities.  (Although I donôt think many 
people are using this program, itôs still a great ideaðthanks, 
Vickie!)  We also subsidized more activities this past year (how 
about that Doumarôs ice cream?) and intend to subsidize even 
more in 2018ðall while remaining financially healthy. 
    People from other car clubs in the area and from other AACA 
regions frequently tell me how active and fun our club appears 
to be, and theyôre correct.  But what they overlook is that the 
reason our club is active and fun is because of our members.  
While we all have different interests and favorites when it 

Dinner Meeting Corner 
Chief Contact:  Skip Patnode 

 

Members will be contacted via e-mail to obtain their 
RSVPs for the clubôs monthly dinner meeting.  
(Members without e-mail will be contacted by phone.)  If 
you will be attending, please respond to Skip Patnodeôs    
e-mail by the requested date and let him know how many 
people will be coming.  (There is no need to respond if 
you are not coming.)  Skip will reply to you once he adds 
you to his attendance list.  It is critical that you respond 
to these e-mails so we can let the hotel know how many 
people will be attending & they can prepare enough food.  
If you are not receiving Skipôs e-mails or want to be taken 
off the list, please contact him at skippatnode@cox.net  
or (757) 672-8495.  Thank you for your cooperation! 

http://www.traaca.com
mailto:skippatnode@cox.net
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From the Running Board 
Dec 15, 2017 TRAACA Board Meeting Minutes 
(final approved copy can be obtained from Secretary) 

Officers Present: Mark McAlpine (President), Matt Doscher 
(Vice President), and Vickie Doscher (Secretary).  Board   
Members present:  Jerry Adams, Scott Davies, Wayne  Milligan, 
and Bill Treadwell.  Members present:  Ellen Adams and     
Marion McAlpine. 
 

Quorum:  Board Meeting called to order at 6:36 PM. 
 

President:  Thanked all for coming out on a Friday.  Welcomed 
Scott Davies to the Board. 
 

Vice President:  Nothing significant to report (NSTR). 
 

Secretaryôs Report:  The November Board Meeting minutes 
were sent out by e-mail and approved by the Board, and  printed 
in the December Mudflap.  
 

Treasurerôs Report:   

¶ December Monthly Reports reviewed. 

¶ Discussed outstanding payments due from vendors at the   
Annual Meet as well as Mudflap advertisers. 

¶ Expense for maintenance & new tires for club trailer:  $1,400. 

¶ 87 people attended Christmas Brunch at Princess Anne   
Country Club. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Activities Committee:   

¶ 2018 Activities Calendar reviewed.  Matt will e-mail it to the 
other Board Members for review. 

¶ Saturday, 13 Jan 2018:  TRAAA tour of Chrysler Musuem 
featuring Lalique display.  Lunch location to be determined. 

¶ Saturday, 24 Feb 2018:  TRAACA Theater Night:  ñHarveyò 
at Smithfield Little Theater.  Dinner at the Smithfield Station. 

 

Membership:  Status as of 30 November:  188 memberships 
(increase of 8) and 329 members.  Currently, 80 memberships 
renewed for 2018.  Jerry will create a form to be e-mailed/
mailed out as a reminder to members that it is time to renew 
their memberships. 

 

Restaurants (Marion McAlpine):   

¶ Saturday, 20 Jan 2018:  Annual Awards Banquet & Board 
Induction at the Holiday InnðNorfolk Airport. 

¶ 2018 Dinner Meeting Calendar reviewed and approved. 
 

Unfinished Business:   

¶ Ordering Participation Chips for Annual Meet:  Jerry         
continues to work with Francine at Virginia Art & Metal to 
obtain chips for the Annual Meet.  Francine is currently   

backlogged with work.  Mark desires the chips to be ready for 
presentation at the Awards Banquet in January. 

¶ Location for the 2018 Swap Meet:  Bishop Sullivan Catholic 
High School is not a viable option this year.    Motion made 
by Wayne to hold the 2018 Swap Meet at the Military       
Aviation Museum on Saturday, 10 March.  Seconded by Matt.  
Motion passed. 

 

New Business:   

¶ Board Meeting Calendar:  The Board will continue meeting 
on Friday evenings for 2018 Board Meetings with some slight 
changes so as not to conflict with National events. 

¶ Subsidizing 2018 Activities:  Motion made by Matt to       
subsidize $10 for Harvey play; $10 for the Hound of the    
Baskervilles play; $10 for Lantern Asia; $750 for the Club 
Picnic in May to cover dinner and drinks; $500 to cover    
admission fees for the Tour to Charlottesville; and $250 for 
the Ice Cream Social at Doumarôs (ice cream only).  Wayne 
made amendment to increase the picnic in May up to $900.  
Seconded by Scott.  Motion passed. 

¶ Dinner Meeting Subsidies:  Motion made by Matt to subsidize 
the 2018 November Dinner Meeting/Silent Auction for $5 per 
person, the 2018 December Holiday Brunch at $10 per person, 
and the 2019 Awards Banquet at $15 per person.  Seconded 
by Wayne.  Motion passed. 

 

Other Business: 

¶ VPCCC/CCCHR Monthly Reports provided by Marion. 
 

Adjourned:  Having no other business, motion made to adjourn 
by Bill; seconded by Wayne.  Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.  
Next Board Meeting is Friday, 12 January at the Holiday Innð
Norfolk Airport.  
 

Respectfully submitted, Vickie Doscher, Secretary. 
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TRAACA Annual Awards Banquet 
Saturday, January 20, 2018 

 

Our January Dinner Meeting is our Annual Awards Banquet and Board of Directors Induction Ceremony.  It is on    
Saturday, January 20th, at the Holiday InnðNorfolk Airport.  Dinner is a roast beef carving station, Chicken Marsala, 
citrus salmon with orange glaze, potato bar, green beans almandine, brown sugar-glazed carrots, house salad, and chefôs      
selection of desserts.  The cost of the banquet is being subsidized by the club and is only $25 per member.   
 

The banquet will begin with a social hour from 5:00-6:00 PM.  Dinner will be followed by a brief business meeting, 
presentation of the annual awards, and induction of the 2018 Board:  Mark McAlpineðPresident; Matt DoscherðVice 
President; Vickie DoscherðSecretary; Charlie DawsonðTreasurer; and Board Members Jerry Adams, Travis Berry, 
Scott Davies, and Tim Hund. 
 

Please remember that if you sign up for a club dinner, you are committed to paying for it whether or not you attend.    
Thank you very much for your understanding and cooperation! 
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    The Norfolk Botanical Gardens have over two miles of 
beautiful lights on display along the driving path through 
the gardens.  When the display opens in November people 
are able to walk the gardens to see the light show, but after 
Thanksgiving the displays are visible only by car.  Holiday 
music playing along the route helps set the atmosphere. 
    TRAACA members and friends who attended the clubôs 
December Activity included Abigale, Ellen & Jerry      
Adams, Susan & Terry Bond, Liz & Bill Coburn with 
Lizôs mother Aurora, Tim Hund, Sam Kern, Pat & Jeff 
Locke, Marion & Mark McAlpine, Toni & Mickey 
McChesney, Skip Patnode with his granddaughter Jessica 
Cervantes, Bob Stein, Marty & Neil Sugermeyer, Linda & 
Bill Treadwell, Shirley & Ken Wecht with their friends 
Anne & Richard Moore, Bill Wilcox, and Susan & Bob   
Woolfitt. 
    If you have not been to the Norfolk Botanical Gardens 
ñAnnual Garden of Lightsò holiday lights display, I highly 
recommend you check it out next year.  The displays in 
the gardens are beautiful and really help you get into the 
holiday spirit.  Whether you drive a classic or modern  
vehicle, itôs an enjoyable ride.     

    On Tuesday, December 5th, 32 TRAACA members and 
friends enjoyed an early start to the holiday season by 
coming out to participate in the TRAACAôs December 
Activity.  The group met at the Azalea Inn restaurant in 
Norfolk for a 6:00 PM dinner.  The restaurant features 
Italian and Greek dishes.  The food was reasonably priced 
and very tasty, and the staff did a great job getting our 
meals to us in a timely manner.   
    After enjoying our delicious meals and some terrific       
conversation, the group proceeded to our vehicles.  Led by 
Bob & Susan Woolfitt, Bob Stein, and Bill Wilcox in the 
Woolfittsô 1956 Packard 400, our group proceeded to the 
Norfolk Botanical Gardens for its ñ24th Annual Garden of 
Lightsò holiday lights display.  (The Azalea Inn is located 
a short distance from the Norfolk Botanical Gardens, so it 
was convenient drive to the Gardens after our dinner.)  For 
December, the temperatures were mild, about 50 degrees, 
and many of us opened the car windows or had the tops 
down and took many photos of the beautiful light displays.  
Some of the light displays were animated, which added to 
our enjoyment.  We all looked like excited young children 
pointing at the light displays with ñoohs and awesò     
coming from our mouths.   

TRAACA Holiday Lights Display  
Norfolk Botanical Gardens 
Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Story by Marion McAlpine.  Photos by Marion McAlpine and Bob Stein. 

Members enjoying delicious food at the Azalea Inn before the drive TRAACA members refueling before the Holiday Lights Display 

Marion McAlpine providing members the plan for the evening Susan & Bob Woolfitt arriving for dinner 
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XXXX 

TRAACA members finishing dinner before heading to the Gardens Pizza was a popular choice for dinnerðand it was delicious! 

A tulip display in the Botanical Gardens seems appropriate Look!  Is that Puff the Magic Dragon? 

There was enough gingerbread for everyone to enjoy 

Santa launching from the USS George H.W. Bush aircraft carrier 

Patriotic fireworks in December 

We were entertained by skating bears on ice 
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    Wow, what a great turnout for the TRAACA Holiday 
Brunch, held on December 10th, at the lovely Princess Anne 
Country Club in Virginia Beach!  This year was the third 
time the TRAACA Holiday Brunch was held at the Princess 
Anne Country Club.  The weather that Sunday was sunny, 
but chilly, which was an improvement over the rain that   
happened the day before.  This year almost 90 TRAACA 
members and guests attended the brunch.   
    A couple of glitches occurred, which caused us concern 
that we would have to cancel the event.  First, the Princess 
Anne Country Club lost electrical power the night before the 
brunch.  Luckily, the electricity came back on late in the 
evening, but unfortunately it went out again about 9:30 AM 
Sunday.  However, the clubôs staff was able to prepare the 
food early that morning and kept it warm using chafing   
dishes and a gas griddle in the kitchen. 
    After a social hour and brief introductory remarks from 
club President Mark McAlpine, the group proceeded to the 
buffet line which had two omelet stations, a beef carving  
station, steamed shrimp, French toast, sausage, salads, fruit, 
cheeses, pastries, desserts, and more.  There was a brief club 
business meeting while members finished their meal. 
    The second glitch came when the power returned just   
before Terry Bond started to read his third annual ñTRAACA 

Christmas Letter.ò  Our group was excited when the        
electricity came on, however, the facilityôs Internet service, 
which Terry needed for his slide show, was not working.  
Bob Stein and Jim Villers came to the rescue with a back-up 
slideshow on a flash drive and a battery-powered loudspeaker 
and microphone.  Thus, the show did go on, and what a   
wonderful show it was.  Another great job, Terry!  [You can 
read a copy of Terryôs ñTRAACA Christmas Letterò on   
Pages 14-15 of this Mudflap.]  
    The TRAACA Holiday Brunch was the clubôs final      
activity of the year and a great way for the club to finish 
2017!  Thank you to all the club members who worked so 
hard throughout the year and contributed so much to make 
the TRAACA the great club that it is.  In 2017 we held the 
2017 TRAACA Swap Meet, the 2017 Old Dominion Meet 
Association (ODMA) Meet, and the 2017 TRAACA Annual 
Meet, plus had at least one smaller activity every month.  
Great work everyone!  Hereôs looking forward to 2018 and 
the exciting speakers Bob Pellerin is arranging for our dinner 
meetings, the fun activities our Activities Committee has 
planned for us, the delicious food we will share, andðof 
courseðsharing all of the above with good friends.   
    [Look for the TRAACAôs 2018 Activities Calendar on 
Page 16 of this issue of The Mudflap.] 

TRAACA Holiday Brunch 
Virginia Beach, VA 

Sunday, December 10, 2017 
Story by Marion McAlpine.  Photos by Mark McAlpine and Bob Stein. 

(L-R) Sandy Dawson, Linda Treaadwell, and Debbie Meadows (L-R) Stella & Larry Wickham, John Heimerl, and Tom Norris 

Dana & Debbie Meadowôs 1957 T-bird, Jim & Betty Villersô 1958 
Mercedes 190SL, and Bob & Linda Pellerinôs 1966 Mustang 

(L-R) Sam Kernôs 1925 Franklin 4-door sedan and  
Bob Steinôs 1937 Pontiac Deluxe 6 sedan 
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Rob Woods and his Fiat Cinquecento 500L 

(L-R) Richard Hall, Barry Basnight, Jerry Adams, and Terry Bond Members socializing before the brunch began 

Members listening raptly to Terry Bond reading his letter to Santa 

Keith Colonnaôs 1956 Lincoln Continental MK II 

Tim & Phyllis Hundôs 1963 Porsche 356B Alfonso & Patrizia Ludoviciôs 1956 DeSoto Starflight sedan 

Ken & Barbara Talleyôs 1955 Buick Century 4-door hardtop 


